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Note: This summary was compiled from the notes taken by the various breakout groups. Each group developed its recommendations differently, so some recommendations might be one person's opinion and others might be consensus-based recommendations. The purpose of the workshop was to gather the diverse ideas of neighborhood residents, and we are grateful for everyone's contributions.

Druid Park Lake Drive
The limited space of the lots on Druid Park Lake Drive fostered a rather uniform vision for the development of these parcels. Groups generally recognized the importance of these lots as a gateway to the neighborhood. There was agreement as to the focus of development on Druid Park Lake Drive being primarily market-rate residential with select retail on the lower floors.

There was less agreement over the height of the buildings developed on these sites, but there was general agreement that new construction should not be higher than the Chateau/Riviera. There was roughly equal support for High-rises (six stories or higher) and Mid-rises (four or five stories). The opposition to high rises centered around the potential impact on the community behind the high-rises.

There was marked emphasis on the need for high-quality materials and maintaining a sense of the architectural integrity of the community.

There was also some support for 10-20% affordable units if the lakefront properties were to have a high number of units.

The interest in retail seemed particularly to want to take advantage of park activity and traffic passing on Druid Park Lake Drive. A restaurant or café was the most oft mentioned commercial possibility, though items like dry cleaners, shoe repair, and a pharmacy also appeared.

Parking was identified as a problematic issue that could be a limiting factor in finalizing plans. There was a consistent concern that parking lots or structures not be visible.

Whitelock Area
The vacant lots of the Whitelock Area being larger and more diverse in their location, and the fact that the area is central to the community, fostered greater diversity in suggestions from the break-out groups. However, there was significant support for a mix of housing with the core being developed as a "town center" with retail, a community center to house a variety of meeting and event facilities, rooms for specialized programming such as after school, fitness, and community education programs.

While there was broad support for housing constructed or rehabbed being of high-quality and architecturally consistent with the community, there was far less agreement as to the type of housing. Ideas ranged from a mix of high-rises and single family homes to a desire for only single-family homes; from a mix of rental and home ownership to only homeownership; from a mixed income scenario to having no public housing.

When it comes to construction of buildings other than residences, there was a general thread of support for a mix of historic and modern styles.

There was a general trend toward supporting the rehabbing as opposed to demolition of existing houses.

Parking was a broadly identified issue, and most scenarios foresaw the need for more parking, though ideas ranged from angled parking on Whitelock to using some of the lots for parking lots. In other cases, it seemed that there was implied opposition to creating parking lots out of any of the vacant lots due to the emphasis on preserving open space.

The "town center" and community center ideas included creating a pedestrian mall out of the center of Whitelock, and incorporating the proposed St. Francis center into a broader center that could include things like museums that would bring to life the history of the community and link the Jewish and African-American heritage of Reservoir Hill. Also incorporated into these ideas was space for the after school programs in the community that currently require more space. What participants clearly did not want in the "town center" was a strip mall look.

Retail options that appeared most often were a coffeehouse, a café, a farmers' market, a small grocery, and services such as a dry cleaner and a shoe repair shop. While these were the most often mentioned commercial ventures, the actual types of shops suggested were quite wide ranging, such as pharmacies, ice cream parlors, antique shops, consignment stores, and hair stylists or barbers.

There was a high degree of interest in an attractive rear appearance for any commercial development that backs up to residences.

Workshop participants cautioned that as part of the development attention must be paid to controlling traffic patterns to ensure low-speed and safe traffic flow, and to improving side access to trash pick-up for residents. The latter was meant to avoid sanitation problems by some apartment residences not having a rear or side exit and entry for taking out trash.

The need for preservation of open space and recreational facilities was very strong. Prominent in this category was preserving the community garden, though moving it to fit a re-designed Whitelock area was often a component of this support. Another occasionally mentioned proposal in this category was a dog park 

A smaller, though significant number of suggestions, supported development that incorporated a view of the area as developing an arts community, such as through targeting development of artists lofts and studios.

There was universal agreement that development not include carry-out shops, fast food establishments, liquor shops, churches, franchise operations, industrial facilities, or any high degree of commercialization, such as neon signs. There was also general opposition to any bars or clubs, though there was support for some entertainment venue.

Though it was not very prominent, it should be mentioned that there was one proposal from a break-out group that two additional lots should be included: the southwest corner of Linden, and the corner of Linden and Chauncey.

Though it appeared infrequently, it should be mentioned that there was a suggestion that a market analysis examine what kind of retail or services would best be supported within the community at this time, and how we take into consideration the shifting demographics and needs within the community over the next few years. The point was made that development needs to consider resources appropriate to each sector of the community.

Additional Points
There were three points common to both areas in question.

1. The issue of traffic impacts, and both the adequacy of parking and the need to design parking that meets the needs of development plans without detracting from the essentially residential nature of the community were identified as being of very high importance.

2. There was a smaller though significant number of suggestions, supporting incorporation of specialized services, mostly public, into the development plan. Most prominent among these suggestions was for a post office, police substation, and day care facilities. The point of view was asserted that, which public services might be beyond the scope of anticipated RFPs, such services might help prepare the ground for commercial enterprises that would serve the community.

3. There was also strong interest in the community having input into developer selection and participating in design review for any new construction.

