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Reservoir Hill Improvement Council

Housing News and Notes – January 2007
This periodic e-newsletter is being distributed in order to update readers on real estate developments and other housing matters in the Reservoir Hill community.  

Development Projects – Status Update
RHIC monitors a number of real estate development projects in Reservoir Hill.  These four developments are those involving the use of public subsidy or public (city-owned) property. 
Callow Avenue

Project:
Full rehabilitation of 15 single family homes on the 2200 and 2300 blocks of Callow Avenue.  

Developer:
Harrison Development

Update:  
Demolition and stabilization work has begun at 2206 Callow, 2212 Callow, 2217 Callow, and 2220 Callow.  Properties will be available for purchase beginning in June 2007.

Druid Lake Vistas

Project:  
New construction of two mid-rise condominium/apartment buildings on the vacant lots located on the 700 and 800 blocks of Druid Park Lake Drive.

Developer:  
CIMG, Doracon Development, and Harrison Development

Update:
CIMG and Baltimore Housing are in the midst of negotiations around the purchase price of the vacant lots.  The number of units is dependent upon the outcome of the negotiations.

Linden Avenue

Project:
Complete rehabilitation of 8 single family homes on the 2200 block Linden Avenue.  All homeowners have been identified.

Developer:  
Linden Tree LLC (a group of 8 homesteaders) in partnership with the French Development Company

Update:
Work is underway at six properties.  Demolition has been completed at four houses, and framing nearly finished in two properties.  Demolition and stabilization on all eight properties is expected to occur by May 1.  The eight members of the LLC will then separately complete the full rehabilitation of the properties.  

Renaissance at Reservoir Hill

Project:
Historic rehab of 44 former Housing Authority-owned properties.  

Phase One:  rehab of 64 scattered-site rental units (31 buildings)

Phase Two:  rehab of 12 rowhouses that will be sold as single family homeownership units.  

Developer:  
Pennrose Properties, Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, and Reservoir Hill HOPE

Update:
Phase one was completed in January 2007.  Work on phase two will begin in spring 2007, with completion projected by spring 2008.  The model unit, 617 Lennox Street, will be completed first.  Properties will be available for purchase in the fall of 2007.

RHIC works to improve Project SCOPE

RHIC recently learned that the SCOPE homeownership contract addendum did not require owner occupancy for more than 18 months, unless the purchaser utilized city down payment assistance (which few borrowers did).  Upon learning that even some experienced real estate agents were not aware of the conditions of the addendum, RHIC lobbied Baltimore Housing to modify the terms of the contract.  Plans are now underway to lengthen the homeownership requirement for SCOPE buyers.

Questions?  
Contact Sara West, Housing Coordinator of RHIC at (410) 225-7547 or swest@reservoirhill.net.
