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Co m m u n i t y  B r i e f i n g  
Ja n u a r y  2 0 0 8  

 
H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r !  

 
W elcom e Ch r ist ian a Usen za as RHI CÕs New est  St af f  Mem b er  

 
Christ iana Usenza is joining RHI C as half- t im e Projects Coordinator . Christ iana will be coordinat ing the 
support ive services progr am  at  Renaissance at  Reservoir Hill. I n addit ion, Chr ist iana will provide 
support  to housing and gr eening projects. Cr ist iana com es to RHI C with a varied backgr ound in 
gr eening,  working with youth, and in social advocacy, including the Hum an Rights Cam paign , 
Environm ent  Maryland, Parks & People Foundat ion, teaching a hip-hop class at  The Creat ive Alliance, 
and working on organic farm s.  You can reach Chr ist iana at  the RHI C office (410.225.7547)  or through 
her em ail:  cusenza@reservoirhill.net  
 
Nex t  Reser v o i r  H i l l  Peace Pat r o l  W al k s Ð 7  &  2 8  Jan u ar y  
The Reservoir Hill Peace Pat rol will hold it s next  walk on 7 January 2008 com m encing at  7: 00 pm  from  
St . Francis Neighborhood Center at  2405 Linden Avenue.  Com e hear about  the changes in the team  
and why the new nam e, and join in your neighbors as they walk. Peace Pat rol m em bers are volunteers 
who pat rol their com m unit ies. Residents do not  take enforcem ent  act ion;  they only observe.  Peace 
Pat rol volunteers do not  carry weapons and are encouraged to avoid confrontat ion.   
  
Project  Contact :   Joe Lazazzera, (410)  669-4060, grlazazzera@verizon.net  
 
Jan u ar y  Com m u n i t y  Meet in g  Ð 8  Jan u ar y  
The January Com m unity Meet ing will be held on Tuesday, 8 January 2008, 7:  00 pm Ð 9: 00 pm  at  the 
Riv iera Apartm ents Com m unity Room , 901 Druid Park Lake drive (enter by Linden Avenue) .  The m ain 
topic will be Maintaining Our Parks, Playgrounds, & Trees.  We will be joined by Chris Delaporte of The 
Balt im ore Park Advocate (  www.parkadvocate.net  )  to discuss the need for increased m aintenance 
resources for parks and open spaces. Mr. DelaporteÕs presentat ion will be followed by a com m unity 
discussion of what  we can do as a com m unity to im prove m aintenance.  I n addit ion, we will be k icking 
off a new feature of each com m unity m eet ing;  a presentat ion by one or two RHI C Mem ber 
Organizat ions to discuss briefly what  they consider m ajor issues and what  they are doing.  This m ont h 
we will hear from  the Linden Avenue Block Club. 
 
Project  Contact :  Richard Gwynallen, (410)  225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net  
 
Fr ien d s o f  Dr u id  H i l l  Par k  Meet in g  an d  W or k d ay  Ð 9  &  1 2  Jan u ar y  
The Friends of Druid Hill Park m eet  on the second Tuesday of each m onth at  7pm  at  2600 Madison 
Avenue. The Friends are current ly form ing working com m it tees to work on issues in the park related 
to m aintenance, historic preservat ion, and fam ily program m ing. I n 2008, the Friends will be 
sponsor ing m ont hly workdays in the Park on second Saturdays from  9am - Noon. The nex t  workday, 
January 12th will involve cleaning up the Historic Blacksm ith Shop, where youÕll have a great  v iew of 
the elephants. Enter at  the ZooÕs service gate near the upper tennis courts and the form er Ônegro 
poolÕ. For day of event  quest ions call Anne Draddy at  410-926-4195. 
 
Project  Contact :  Mike Gaffney, (410)  897-7460, m gaffney@reservoirhill.net   

 
 
 
St . Fr an cis Neig h b or h ood  Cen t er  Com m u n i t y  Hou r  Ð Tr af f i c I ssu es Ð 2 1  Jan u ar y  



This m ont hÕs topic will be a follow-up to the Novem ber subject :  Traffic Concerns and Speed Bum ps. 
See the announcem ent  further down in this Com m unity Briefing, Residents I nit iate Traffic 
I m provem ent  Project .  Please j oin the discussion.  St . Francis Neighborhood Center hosts a safe place 
where Reservoir Hill residents can have open discussion on the challenges that  they encounter.  These 
m onthly inform al discussions take place every third Monday from  7pm - 8pm  at  the St . Francis 
Neighborhood Center, 2405 Linden Avenue (Corner of Linden Avenue & Whitelock St reet ) .  Residents 
take act ive roles in planning and leading com m unity init iat ives, topics and projects. 
 
Project  Contact :   Sarah Taylor, (410)  669-2612, staylo@mac.com  
 
D iab et es Scr een in g  Ð 2 2  Jan u ar y  
The Am erican Diabetes Associat ion, Bon Secours Balt im ore Health System , and the Balt im ore City 
Health Departm ent  will host  a Type 2 Diabetes Screening and I nform at ion event  at  6: 30pm  on 
Tuesday, 22 January at  Zion Bapt ist  Church, 1700 N. Caroline St reet , Balt im ore.  The event  includes 
screening, inform at ion, and dinner!  Wit h Diabetes disproport ionately st r ik ing Balt im oreans at  an 
alarm ing rate of 56%  higher than the nat ional average, this is not  an event  to m iss.  For m ore 
inform at ion contact  Tracy Newsom e 
 
Project  Contact :   Tracy Newsom e, (410)  265-0075 ext . 4679, tnewsom e@diabetes.org. 
 
Nex t  Hom eb u y er  W or k sh op  Ð 2 3  Jan u ar y  2 0 0 8  
The next  hom ebuyer workshop is scheduled for 24 January 2008 from  6: 00 pm  -  9: 00 pm  at  St . 
Francis Com m unity Center, 2405 Linden Avenue.  The workshops provide a broad overview of each 
step of the hom e buying process, from  budget ing and affordabilit y  to cont racts and m ort gage process.  
The workshops are free, but  pre- regist rat ion is required.  
 
Project  Contact :   Carl Cleary, (410)  225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net  
 
Sm ok in g  Ban  in  Ef f ect  Ð 1  Feb r u ar y  
Beginning 1 February 2008, sm oking is illegal in bars, restaurants, and private clubs, which includes 
Am erican Legion halls, throughout  Maryland.  The sm oking ban was supposed to take effect  on 1 
January 1, 2008 in Balt im ore City, but  officials m oved it  to 1 February to coincide with the Maryland 
state sm oking ban. The Balt im ore City Council passed it s sm oking ban in February 2007. Balt im ore 
City 's act ion, just  as the Maryland General Assem bly session began, set  the stage for statewide ant i-
sm oking legislat ion passed in 2007. The ban does not  apply to tobacco shops. Businesses affected by 
the sm oking ban could apply for a "hardship"  waiver. These waivers expire in 2011 and cannot  be 
renewed. The state Departm ent  of Health and Mental Hygiene is to develop regulat ions about  the 
waivers prior to the start  of the ban. Local health departm ents will issue the waivers.  Business caught  
v iolat ing the ban will receive a warning on the first  offense and a $100 fine on the second, but  fines 
can escalate on subsequent  offenses to m ore than $1,000. 
 
Project  Contact :  Richard Gwynallen, (410)  225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net  
 
Tw en t iet h  Cen t u r y  St r in g s at  Fi r st  Un i t ar ian  Ch u r ch  Ð 1 5  Feb r u ar y  
On Friday, 15 February 2008, 8: 00 pm , faculty and students of the Peabody I nst itute of the Johns 
Hopkins Universit y and guest  art ists will present  a program  of twent ieth century m usic for st r ings at  
the First  Unitarian Church of Balt im ore, downtown at  the corner of Char les and Franklin St reets. The 
concert  is free and open to the public. For details:  www.firstunitarian.net / act iv it ies/ events/ index.asp 
 
Project  Contact :   First  Unitar ian Church of Balt im ore, (410)  685-2330 
 
Reser v o i r  H i l l  Un i t y  Day  Ð 1 6  Feb r u ar y  
Com e to the Reservoir Hill Unity Day Celebrat ion,  our annual Black History Month event . The 
celebrat ion will be held at  the John Eager Howard Recreat ion Center on 16 February 2008 from  3: 00 
pm  to 6: 00 pm . There will be food and entertainm ent  including a puppet  show and live m usic. 
Volunteers are needed for set  up, decorat ion, clean up and serving food. I f you are willing to 
volunteer, please contact  Darry l Sm ith. 
 
Project  Contact :   Darry l Sm ith, (410)  225-7547, dsm ith@reservoirhill.net  
 



Sp r in g  Clean  Up  Ð 1 9  Ap r i l  
RHI C is beginning to organize for this yearÕs MayorÕs Spring Clean Up. The clean up is scheduled for 19 
April 2008. We are t ry ing to m ake sure that  the ent ire com m unity is covered. I n recent  years each 
block club has assum ed responsibilit y  for their area, and we are asking each organizat ion to step up to 
the plate again.  Please begin to line up your  volunteers.  RHI C will coordinate with the MayorÕs office 
to ensure that  everyone gets the tools and bags that  they need for the clean up. As you gather your 
volunteers, please contact  m e to let  m e know what  area you will cover and what  tools you will need. 
RHI C plans to host  a cook out  after the clean up for those clubs that  part icipate in the clean up. 
 
Project  Contact :   Darry l Sm ith, (410)  225-7547, dsm ith@reservoirhill.net  
 
RHI C Ex ecu t iv e D i r ect o r  Select ed  f o r  W ein b er g  Fel low sh ip  
RHI CÕs Execut ive Director, John Ruffin, was accepted into the 2008 Harry and Jeanet te Weinberg 
Fellows Program .  John will part icipate in a series of ret reats March through Septem ber 2008 designed 
to explore issues im portant  to agency leaders. 
 
Project  Contact :   John Ruffin, (410)  225-7547, j ruffin@reservoirhill.net  
 
Clean  St r eet s Bi l l  Sh ow in g  Posi t i v e Ch an g es 
The bill known as the Clean St reets Bill that  reform ed evict ion pract ices in Balt im ore City went  into 
effect  on 1 October.  The bill bans the dum ping of a householdÕs belongings in public areas to be 
picked up by the cit y at  taxpayer expense, now requir ing landlords to assum e responsibilit y  for 
disposal on the belongings in a legal m anner .  The bill also requires that  tenants receive a two-week 
not ice of the precise date of evict ion.  According to the Balt im ore City Departm ent  of Public Works 
(DPW) , City crews cleaned up after only five evict ions this past  October and three evict ions in 
Novem ber, v irtually elim inat ing the 1,377 set -outs DPW had to contend with in October and Novem ber 
of 2006.  Since the average City evict ion has been 829 lbs. in recent  years, 1,369 fewer set -outs 
m eans the new law kept  m ore than 500 tons of debris out  of Balt im ore st reets in it s first  two m onths. 
Prior to enactm ent  of this yearÕs evict ion reform , City Public Works crews cleaned up after m ore than 
7,000 evict ions each year at  a cost  of $800,000 to City taxpayers.  Evict ion dum ping is now illegal and 
punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 per day.  City officials and com m unity advocates encourage 
residents who see such dum ping in the st reet  to call 311 to prom pt  City enforcem ent .  Further, 
despite sim ilar num bers of landlord com plaints of tenant  non-paym ent  of rent , the Balt im ore sheriffÕs 
office evicted 449 fewer people in October and Novem ber of 2007 than they did in the sam e two 
m onths of 2006 Ð a 34%  decrease.   
 
Project  Contact :   Darry l Sm ith, (410)  225-7547, dsm ith@reservoirhill.net  
 
D id  You r  Pr op er t y  Tax  Assessm en t  Go Up ? 
RHI C has received word from  som e property owners that  their tax assessm ent  has increased 
dram at ically.  The State Departm ent  of Assessm ents & Taxat ion says assessm ent  not ices dated 28 
Decem ber 2007 reflect  the change in real estate values since these propert ies were last  valued in 
2004.  Property owners who use the property as their principal residence should have received a 
Hom estead Tax Credit  Applicat ion with their assessm ent .  The Hom estead Tax Credit  is a State law 
which m andates that  all taxable assessm ent  increases for hom eowner occupied propert ies cannot  
increase by m ore than 10 percent  per year.  Balt im ore City and each of the 23 count ies are authorized 
to determ ine a lower percentage of allowable increase in taxable assessm ent  for their eligible 
hom eowners. The taxable assessm ent  increases are lim ited to four percent  per year in Balt im ore City.  
The Hom est ead  Tax  Cr ed i t  ap p l i cat ion  m u st  be su bm i t t ed  in  o r der  t o  in su r e t h at  t h e cr ed i t  is  
g r an t ed  on ly  on  e l i g ib le  p r ope r t ies an d  n o t  on  p r ope r t ies t h at  ar e r en t ed  o r  u sed  as 
v acat ion  h om es.  The applicat ions can be filed on- line by going to the Departm entÕs website at  
www.dat .state.m d.us or by m ailing the paper form  in the enclosed postage paid envelope.  For further 
inform at ion about  the Hom estead Tax Credit  Applicat ion, one can call (410)  767-2165 in the Balt im ore 
m et ropolitan area or at  1-866-650-8783 toll- free elsewhere in Maryland.  I f y ou  bel iev e t h at  t h e 
To t a l  New  Mar k et  Valu e on  y ou r  n o t ice i s in co r r ect , y ou  m ay  fi le  an  ap peal  on l in e n o  la t er  
t h an  11 Feb r u ar y  2008 :  h t t p : //s dat cer t 1. r esiu sa.o r g /S DATAPPE ALS/    To  r ead  m or e abou t  
t h e n ew  t ax  assessm en t , y ou  m ay  u se t h e t h e Depar t m en t  o f Assessm en t s &  Tax at ion  
w ebsi t e :   h t t p : //w w w .dat .st a t e.m d .u s/  
 
Project  Contact :   Carl Cleary, (410)  225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net  
 



Help  St ock  Joh n  Eag er  How ar d  Recr eat ion  Cen t er  
John Eager Howard Recreat ion Center underwent  and extensive and wonderful renovat ion over the 
last  year.  The building offers a m uch im proved environm ent  for our young people and for  com m unity 
uses. The staff at  the recreat ion center is creat ing som e very im portant  program s.  However, the 
renovat ion funds did not  include stocking the center with m uch of what  it  needs to m ake the program s 
fully funct ional.  Their com puters are old. Their new kit chen doesnÕt  have enough pots.  They lack 
athlet ic supplies.   The recreat ion center can use your help in acquir ing a num ber of item s or with 
financial donat ions to help with the acquisit ion of the item s.  I f you can help, please cont act  Center 
Director Carolyn Newton.  I f you wish to m ake a financial donat ion, the cit y requires donat ions com e 
in the form  of a m oney order m ade out  to Director of Finance.  The following is a list  of needs:   !   Ping 
Pong table  !   Bum per pool table  !   Board gam es -  Sorry, Monopoly, Connect  4, Bat t le Ship, etc    
!   P.E. equipm ent  -  jum p rope, hula hoops, etc   !   Cooking Pots   !   Toaster  !   Can Opener  !   Juice 
Maker  !   Basketballs  !   Whist les (at hlet ic)   !   Folding Chairs  !   Folding Tables  !   Cam corder   
!   DVD/ VCR player  !   CD/ Radio/  casset te player  !   Sound System   !   Pool Table  !   Pool cues ( st icks)   
!   Computers   
 
Project  Contact :   Carolyn Newton, (410)  396-7849 
 
Pr op osal  Em er g es t o  Red u ce Pr op er t y  Tax es 
A m ayoral task force exam ining ways of reducing Balt im ore City property taxes recent ly issued a set  
of recom m endat ions for considerat ion by the Mayor and the cit y Council.  The task force report  
recom m ends an 11%  decrease in the proper ty tax rate.  To balance the loss of revenues from  this 
decrease, the report  present s a num ber of short - term  solut ions, including increasing the Hom estead 
Tax Credit  cap from  4%  to 10% , raising the incom e tax from  3.05%  to 3.2% , and increasing the hotel 
tax from  7.5%  to 10% .  We recom m end everyone read the recent  Sun art icle on the subject  
(ht tp: / / www.balt im oresun.com / news/ local/ balt im ore_city/ bal- te.ci.tax03jan03,0,4859145.story)  and 
keep abreast  of developm ents.  RHI C would like to hear readersÕ perspect ives on the proposals as they 
unfold. 
 
Project  Contact :   Richard Gwynallen, (410)  225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net  
 
St at e Bi l l  Em er g in g  t o  Assist  Ten an t s in  I m p r ov in g  Ren t al  Pr op er t ies 
RHI CÕs current  Tenant  Organizing I nit iat ive is about  a year old.  Part  of what  we want  to com e out  of 
the init iat ive is st ruct ures and act ions that  open opportunit ies for tenants to be an organized, effect ive 
force in im proving our com m unit ies and their lives.  One of one of the key im pedim ents to that  is the 
fear of being evicted or having their rents raised if they com plain about  condit ions. I n one com plex, 
several fam ilies have been liv ing with m old and there are num erous rat  holes all through the com plex. 
RHI C is now working with those residents, but  they were silent  for a long t im e when the m anagem ent  
did lit t le sim ply because they were afraid of being evicted.  The m ajorit y of Reservoir Hill residents are 
tenants and should be a v ital force in im prov ing the condit ions of life in this com m unity. Our answer is 
to work with the Rental Housing Coalit ion to st rengthen what  we have found are am ong the m ost  
rest r ict ive and regressive laws on retaliatory  evict ions in the count ry. As it  stands, the new bill will 
elim inate the bar on tenants with histor ies of  late paym ents from  filing a com plaint , change the 
standard of proof that  a landlordÕs act ion was retaliatory from  being the Òonly causeÓ to being a 
Òm aterial causeÓ proven by the preponderance of the evidence, and changing the t im e lim it  for 
protect ion from  evict ion. Many things in t his developing bill are st ill being worked out , but  the driv ing 
purpose is to create sufficient  protect ions from  retaliatory evict ions to allow tenants the real, and not  
just  legal, r ight  to effect ively advocate for the im provem ent  of rental propert ies. We see it  as a win-
win for the whole com m unity. 
 
Project  Contact :   Darry l Sm ith, (410)  225-7547, dsm ith@reservoirhill.net  
 
Accessib le Hom es f o r  Sen io r s 
Help is available for seniors who wish to rem ain in t heir hom es.  The State of Maryland is offering zero 
percent  interest , deferred loans for senior hom eowners.  The program  is specifically designed to 
im prove the accessibilit y  of the hom e Ð for everything from  wheelchair ram ps to grab bars in the 
bathroom .  Contact  the Balt im ore Com m ission on Aging and Ret irem ent  Educat ion (CARE) for m ore 
inform at ion, or to apply, contact  Thelm a Winn.  Learn m ore at :  
ht tp: / / www.dhcd.state.m d.us/ Website/ program s/ ahsp/ ahsp.aspx.   
 
Project  Contact :   Thelm a Winn, (410)  396-2273, Thelm a.Winn@balt im orecity.gov  
 



Bal t im or e Ci t y  Leaf  Co l lect i on   
The Departm ent  of Public Works (DPW) will collect  bagged leaves on your second t rash collect ion day 
of the week (Thursday) .  These collect ions will cont inue through January 26, 2008. Residents are 
rem inded to:   (1)  Place leaves in clear or labeled bags.  (2)  When cleaning up leaves, please do not  
blow leaves or place bagged leaves in the gut ter or public r ight -of-way.  (3)  There will be no 
vacuum ing or st reet  sweeping of leaves by DPW. 
 
Project  Contact :   Kurt  L. Kocher , (410)  545-6541, Kurt .Kocher@Balt im orecity.gov 
 
Heal t h y  Neig h b or h ood s Ð Low - I n t er est  Loan s f o r  Rem od el in g  You r  Hom e 
Get  a low- interest  loan to rem odel your hom e!   Free architectural advice and low- interest  rehab loans 
are available through Healthy Neighborhoods.  Other except ional loan features are an abilit y  to borrow 
m ore than the after- rehab value of the hom e, as well as no m ortgage insurance requirem ent .  Contact  
Carl Cleary to learn m ore, or to take the first  step in apply ing for a Healthy Neighborhoods loan. 
 
Project  Contact :   Carl Cleary, (410)  225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net  
 

 
Use Th is Lin k  t o  Mak e a Don at ion  t o  RHI C On l in e!  Th an k  You !  

h t t p : / / w w w .r eser v o i r h i l l .n et / d on at e.h t m  
 
 

Any quest ions relat ive to the policies or program s of RHI C should be directed to 
Execut ive Director John Henry Ruffin at  410.225.7547, or by em ail to j ruffin@reservoirhill.net . 

 
Missio n  

Reservoir  Hill I mprovement  Counc il (RHI C) uni tes residents and organizat ions as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the  
Reservoir  Hill communi ty.  

Go al  
To revitalize the  phy sical and  hum an inf rast ructure of Reservoir  Hill w ithout  resul t ing  in ful l- scale gent r if icat ion and  signi f icant  displacement , inc lud ing  
rehabilitat ion of deter iorat ing  bui lding s;  alleviat ing poverty and  it s at tend ant  problems, inc lud ing , sani tat ion,  public safety, educat ion,  low 
homeownership, and une mployment ;  and  making  the  organized, inf ormed voice of resident s inf luent ial and  effect ive. 
 

St r a t eg y  
As an um brella organizat ion,  the found at ion of RHI CÕs approach is to aggregate the power of local associat ions and inst itut ions thr ough a communi ty-wide 
inf rast ructur e for  educat ing  resident s, t raining  leaders, promot ing  mut ua l sup port among  communi ty associat ions, developing  common perspect ives and 
st rategy, and  implement ing  collect ive projects and campaigns.  The und er ly ing  pr inc iples of this st rategic approach are tha t organized people and  
economic development  lead to communi ty empowerment ;  empowerment  achieved as a resul t of networking , combining  talent s and  resour ces, and  
wielding  the power of an educated, uni ted cit izenr y in a program ground ed in economic and social equi ty.   

 


