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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
September 2007
September is the Last Chance This Year to Take Part in Ride Around the Reservoir
You can rent a bike for $2.  Rides take place each Wednesday, June through September from noon to 1 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Guided tours of Druid Hill Park begin at 6:30 p.m.  Additionally, three exercise stations have been positioned around the lake and are getting rave reviews by area residents.  
Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Friends of Druid Hill Park Monthly Meeting – 12 September
Join the Friends of Druid Hill Park to address the needs of the park and plan for upcoming events and activities.  The meeting will be held Wednesday, 12 September, 5:30 p.m., (time change due to Rosh Hashanah), at 2600 Madison Avenue in Reservoir Hill.

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Unity Day: A Community Fun Day For All Residents – 15 September
New Harvest Deliverance Ministries is sponsoring “Unity Day” on Saturday, 15 September to bring community residents, youth, and families together for food and fun.  The block party will be held on the 700 block of Whitelock Street. Another primary goal of the New Harvest is to bring together other religious institutions in the neighborhood to participate in the event.  There will be face painters, a moon bounce, food, activities, and music.  RHIC will be part of this effort and we encourage individuals and groups to participate in the planning and implementation of Unity Day.  For more information or to participate, please contact Taunja Smith.  

Project Contact:  Taunja Smith, (443) 768-1032, plentifulharvest@yahoo.com 
Back to School at the Mall –15 September
Youth Empowerment and Awareness Fair
Join Mondawmin Mall and the Baltimore City State’s Attorney’s Office to kick off the new school year with fun for all ages.  Come meet teachers and leadership from the “My School’s Cool” schools program and earn points.  Stay for great sales mall wide! The fair will be Saturday, 15 September, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm at Mondawmin Mall

Project Contact: State’s Attorney’s Office, (410) 396-4001, mail@stattorney.org

Attention Bird Lovers!  Chimney Swifts at Dusk – 16 September
Join the Baltimore Bird Club as Chimney Swifts pour into the Druid Hill Park Conservatory (greenhouse) chimney. Swifts are counted and results, nationwide, are listed at www.chimneyswifts.org. Baltimore has some of the highest counts in the nation.  Join us on Sunday, 16 September, 7:00-8:00 pm (Rain date Tuesday 18 September). Come a bit early, at 6:30 PM, if the weather is cloudy or gray. 

Project Contact:  Carol Schreter, (410) 664-5151 or Joan Cwi, (410) 467-5352, jafjsc@verizon.net
St. Francis Neighborhood Center Community Hour – Dirt Bikes – 17 September
This month’s topic is Dirt Bikes. Please join the discussion.  St. Francis Neighborhood Center hosts a safe place where Reservoir Hill residents can have open discussion on the challenges that they encounter in politics/religion/ social environment.  These monthly informal discussions will take place every third Monday from 7pm- 8pm at the St. Francis Neighborhood Center, 2405 Linden Avenue Baltimore, MD 21217 (Corner of Linden Avenue & Whitelock Street).  Residents will take active roles in planning and leading community initiatives, topics and projects that will support Reservoir Hill.

Project Contact:  Sarah Taylor, (410) 669-2612, staylo@mac.com
Town Hall Meeting - The Future of the Druid Park Lake Drive Lots – 18 September
More than two years ago, Baltimore City awarded development rights to these parcels to CIMG, a development firm that intended to build two mid-rise condo buildings.  Since then the project has met numerous delays and the lots are still vacant.  Baltimore City’s Commissioner of Housing & Community Development, Paul Graziano, his staff, and the developer will discuss with the community options for moving forward on development of these lots.  The meeting will be on Tuesday, 18 September, 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm at John Eager Howard School auditorium (enter by Linden Avenue)  This is a very important gathering. Please attend
Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547,  ccleary@reservoirhill.net


Druid Hill Park: Maps On Purpose – Beginning 24 September
Join the Friends of Druid Hill Park in using art to bring people together around issues and ideas. We are looking for participants to work with a local artist to help map Druid Hill Park. The purpose of the map will be to unveil information, attitudes, or facts that currently are not available on any other existing maps.  Topics may range from hidden community treasures to detailed examinations of specific concerns.  The sessions will run for eight Mondays starting 24 September, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Call to take part.  For more information on Maps On Purpose, visit www.artonpurpose.org.  Check the RHIC website (www.reservoirhill.net) after 13 September for a survey for Maps on Purpose.
Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Ta'i Chi in Druid Hill Park – Saturday Mornings Beginning 29 September
Here's a chance to wind down your busy week and create a few peaceful moments of slow movement in a beautiful Baltimore setting Join teacher Harriet Lynn as she leads Ta'i Chi in the gardens of the Howard P. Rawlings Conservatory in historic Druid Hill Park.  The classes will run five Saturdays, 20 September through 27 October from 10:00 am - 11:15 am.  The full five sessions costs $35.00 when paid in advance or $8 per session.  Beginners and experienced folks welcome. For more information or to sign up, contact Anne Draddy.

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Newington Avenue Neighbors Association (NANA) – Meeting – 30 September

Join Gerry Okwesa and the folks on Newington Avenue on their quest to alleviate the trash problems in the area.   The group will embark on a door knocking campaign to educate residents on the sanitation code, work with City inspectors to cite violators, and undertake beautification projects to enhance the attractiveness of the area.  The meeting will begin at 7 pm on Sunday, 30 September. Interested people should call for the location.

Project Contact: Gerry Okwesa, (202) 739-1466, Gokwesa@Verizon.net
RHIC Annual Meeting – Hold the Date! 23 October
RHIC’s Annual Meeting will be on 23 October.  We are returning to the Maryland Zoo Mansion House, and are preparing another gala event. Please plan to attend. Our keynote speaker will be Marvin “Doc” Cheatham, president of the Baltimore city branch of the NAACP.
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Greening Reservoir Hill Workshop – 7 November

Ideas for Projects and Getting Prepared for Next Year
Depending on the project, greening activities can take a lot of planning and resources.  This workshop will give you ideas on various projects, help you plan your project, and provide information for finding grants and resources needed.  Further, Community Greens will be present to promote the new bill that outlines a process by which residents can gate their alleys.  Certain blocks in various neighborhoods have gated their alleys creating a common green space for residents on the block.  Also, alley gating deters crime and dumping and the alley can remain accessible to residents who park behind their homes.  Pre-registration required. The workshop will be held on Wednesday, 7 November, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm at St. Francis Neighborhood Center, 2405 Linden Avenue.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Update on HRS Homes Development on Callow Avenue
RHIC has received a number of inquiries regarding the HRS Homes properties being renovated on Callow Avenue. There is a significant lack of progress on the rehab of these homes and a disturbing change in how we expected these houses would be rehabbed and sold.  Demolition has occurred on all the houses, but, to the best of our knowledge, stabilization has not occurred. Yet, for sale signs have appeared on several, and we have confirmed the sale of two of the houses. In a recent tour of the community with HCD officials they, too, expressed disappointment in the progress.  RHIC staff will be meeting with the developer to determine the reasons for these changes in the agreement HRS Homes had with the City and the community. Watch for further updates.

Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
Clean Streets Bill Passes

On 13 August 2007, the Baltimore City Council unanimously approved the Clean Streets bill to keep evicted tenants belongings from being dumped in the street and to ensure that tenants have clear notice of the date of an eviction.  Effective 1 October, City neighborhoods will be significantly cleaner, Baltimore will have $800,000 more each year to do even more cleaning activities (funds that were formerly spent on removing the possessions dumped by the landlord), and tenants will know exactly when they face eviction so they can make better arrangements.  Implementation procedures for the new law are still being worked out.  After 1 October, any incidences of eviction possessions being dumped in public areas should be reported to 311.  Many Reservoir Hill residents and Reservoir Hill Improvement Council supporters participated in this effort by writing letters to City officials, attending and even testifying at City Council sessions, and taking part in rallies. 

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Gate Your Alley?
For the last four years, Community Greens and a whole host of local Baltimore partners has been working to create a community-friendly alley gating and greening ordinance. The ordinance, passed this past April, is a historic step for Baltimore giving citizens the option to gate and green their alleyways, thus creating a new “commons” via citizen action.  These new commons make an anonymous city warmer as block residents become friends. They create a cozy sense of place, give children safe areas in which to play, and offer adults much needed respite. They also help stabilize blocks by reducing crime, increasing home values, and are a vehicle for more civic engagement. They reduce storm water runoff and the urban heat island effect. In sum, they transform cities. They are a means to create a more civil outlook; to move from “you vs. me” to “you & me”.  If you are interested in gating or greening your alleyway we want to help!  

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Accessible Homes for Seniors

Help is available for seniors who wish to remain in their homes.  The State of Maryland is offering zero percent interest, deferred loans for senior homeowners.  The program is specifically designed to improve the accessibility of the home – for everything from wheelchair ramps to grab bars in the bathroom.  Contact the Baltimore Commission on Aging and Retirement Education (CARE) for more information, or to apply, contact Thelma Winn.  Learn more at http://www.dhcd.state.md.us/Website/programs/ahsp/ahsp.aspx.  

Project Contact:  Thelma Winn, (410) 396-2273, Thelma.Winn@baltimorecity.gov 
Big Opportunity to Help RHIC!
Suntrust is offering an incentive to all new checking account holders. It is called “MY CAUSE”   If you open an account up now through 12 October, and use the free check card by 15 November.  SunTrust will donate $100.00 to RHIC. Go to the link below for information on the program and to donate once you open an account.  All you have to do to donate is put in Reservoir Hill Improvement Council in the search field.  We are listed there and it is an easy way to help.  Opening the account is as simple as visiting any of the SunTrust Branches in the area. One of our very active residents works in the Federal Hill Office. If you could patronize that office to open the account, it would b e appreciated, but going to any branch will work.  Please help get the word out.  It’s easy and it’s a great way to help Res Hill.  Here is the link to the website: https://promotion.suntrust.com/mycause/ 

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning Hiring

The Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning (CECLP) is seeking qualified applicants for its full-time Community Outreach Advocate position.  The incumbent will perform community education, training, and advocacy services throughout the state of Maryland.  Applicants must have their own transportation.  Additionally, applicants must be bilingual (English/Spanish), possessing reading, writing, and verbal communication skills.  A Bachelors Degree in Public Health, Speech/Marketing, Social Work, or related field is also required.  For information on CECLP, go to www.leadsafe.org.  To apply, send a resume, three references, and a cover letter, including salary history to the Coalition at 2714 Hudson Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21224 or by fax to (410) 534-6475.

Project Contact:  Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning, (410) 534-6447

Stoppin Lead in Coppin – Organizer to be Hired for Coppin Heights Area

The Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning (CECLP) recently received funding to address primary prevention efforts for the Coppin Heights area.  The Coalition is hiring a full time community outreach and education professional to coordinate a grass-roots, community education, training, and advocacy program in Coppin Heights and the surrounding West Baltimore neighborhoods. The staff person will serve as project leader and key contact for Stoppin Lead in Coppin, a neighborhood focused education and outreach campaign including a door-to-door campaign, continuous localized media, community organizing, support and training. The position requires a Bachelors Degree in Public Health, Social Work, Sociology, or relevant field, and a minimum of two years experience in grassroots advocacy, organizing efforts, or volunteer management.  For information on CECLP, go to www.leadsafe.org.  To apply, send a resume, three references, and a cover letter, including salary requirements to the Coalition at 2714 Hudson Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21224 or by fax to (410) 534-6475.

Project Contact:  Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning, (410) 534-6447

Healthy Neighborhoods – Low-Interest Loans for Remodeling Your Home
Get a low-interest loan to remodel your home!  Free architectural advice and low-interest rehab loans are available through Healthy Neighborhoods.  Other exceptional loan features are an ability to borrow more than the after-rehab value of the home, as well as no mortgage insurance requirement.  Contact Carl Cleary to learn more, or to take the first step in applying for a Healthy Neighborhoods loan.
Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
Use This Link to Make a Donation to RHIC Online! Thank You!
http://www.reservoirhill.net/donate.htm
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.
	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


