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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
October 2007
Introducing Michael Gaffney – New RHIC Intern
Michael Gaffney came on board with RHIC in September as an organizing intern through the University of Maryland School of Social Work. Some of you may already know Michael through his work with Friends of Druid Hill Park.  Michael comes to us with twelve years of experience in teaching, training, and counseling with youth and community organizations, including a stint with the Peace Corps in Panama. With RHIC, Michael is continuing his work with Friends of Druid Hill Park while also focusing RHIC’s tenant organizing drive.  You’ll be seeing Michael at community events and meetings. Please introduce yourselves and get to know him.

Michael Gaffney, (410) 225-7547, mgaffney@reservoirhill.net
Friends of Druid Hill Park Monthly Meeting – 10 October
Join the Friends of Druid Hill Park to address the needs of the park and plan for upcoming events and activities.  The meeting will be held Wednesday, 10 October, 6:00 p.m at 2600 Madison Avenue in Reservoir Hill.

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Transit Centered Community Development Workshop – 12 & 13 October

The West Baltimore Coalition (WBC) invites you to an important event for the future of West Baltimore: a major public workshop to plan for the West Baltimore MARC Station area.  Join us as we implement a new vision for the community.  The work shop will be held on Friday, 12 October (6:00 pm – 9:00 pm) and Saturday, 13 October (9:00 am – 5:00 pm) in the gymnasium of the Lockerman Bundy Elementary School at 301 North Pulaski Street.

Project Contact:  Michelle McEachern, (443) 984-3766, MMcEachern@coppin.edu

Harvest Fest – 13 October

Madison Family Life Center and the DRU Community Partnership will host a Harvest Fest on Saturday, 13 October from Noon – 4:00 pm.  There will be food, games, book and toy giveaways, entertainment and over 25 local vendors sharing information for community residents.  A parade kicks off the event at 10:00 am. The festival is centered on the streets around the Madison Family Life Center at 2100 Eutaw Place.
Project Contact:  Karen Brown, (410) 523-1828, kbrown@mapcflc.org
St. Francis Neighborhood Center Community Hour – Traffic Issues – 15 October
This month’s topic is Traffic Issues. Please join the discussion.  St. Francis Neighborhood Center hosts a safe place where Reservoir Hill residents can have open discussion on the challenges that they encounter in politics/religion/ social environment.  These monthly informal discussions will take place every third Monday from 7pm- 8pm at the St. Francis Neighborhood Center, 2405 Linden Avenue Baltimore, MD 21217 (Corner of Linden Avenue & Whitelock Street).  Residents will take active roles in planning and leading community initiatives, topics and projects that will support Reservoir Hill.

Project Contact:  Sarah Taylor, (410) 669-2612, staylo@mac.com
St. Francis Neighborhood Center Fall Pot Luck – 18 October
Bring your favorite fall dish and your neighbors.  The Fall Pot Luck will be held on Thursday, 18 October from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm at the St. Francis Neighborhood Center, 2405 Linden Avenue.  Hot cider, soda, and water will be provided as well as tables and utensils. If you would like to share your recipe please bring index cards with the recipe written out to sit next to your dish. Can’t bring food? Come anyway!

Project Contact:  Sarah Taylor, (410) 669-2612, staylo@mac.com
Greening Reservoir Hill:  Vacant Lot Restoration – 20 October
Oren Hackett, resident on Whitelock Street and RHIC are rallying residents to finish the vacant lot restoration project at 827-829 Whitelock St.  We will need volunteers to help with a little more weeding, finishing building retaining wall, mulching plants, and planting several red bud trees on the lot.  After the lot is completed, join your neighbors for pizza and refreshment in celebration of Greening Reservoir Hill's latest project!  Saturday, 20 October, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm; 827-29 Whitelock Street and Pizza Party!
Project Contact: Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 

RHIC Annual Meeting –23 October
RHIC’s Annual Meeting will be on 23 October.  We are returning to the Maryland Zoo Mansion House, and are preparing another gala event. Please plan to attend. Our keynote speaker will be Marvin “Doc” Cheatham, president of the Baltimore City branch of the NAACP.
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Next Homebuyer Workshop – 24 October
The next homebuyer workshop is scheduled for 24 October from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm at St. Francis Community Center, 2405 Linden Avenue.  The workshops provide a broad overview of each step of the home buying process, from budgeting and affordability to contracts and mortgage process.  The workshops are free, but pre-registration is required. 

Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
Ta'i Chi in Druid Hill Park – Saturday Mornings through 27 October
Here's a chance to wind down your busy week and create a few peaceful moments of slow movement in a beautiful Baltimore setting Join teacher Harriet Lynn as she leads Ta'i Chi in the gardens of the Howard P. Rawlings Conservatory in historic Druid Hill Park.  The classes will run five Saturdays, 20 September through 27 October from 10:00 am - 11:15 am.  The full five sessions costs $35.00 when paid in advance or $8 per session.  Beginners and experienced folks welcome. For more information or to sign up, contact Anne Draddy.

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Greening Reservoir Hill Workshop – 7 November

Ideas for Projects and Getting Prepared for Next Year
Depending on the project, greening activities can take a lot of planning and resources.  This workshop will give you ideas on various projects, help you plan your project, and provide information for finding grants and resources needed.  Further, Community Greens will be present to promote the new bill that outlines a process by which residents can gate their alleys.  Certain blocks in various neighborhoods have gated their alleys creating a common green space for residents on the block.  Also, alley gating deters crime and dumping and the alley can remain accessible to residents who park behind their homes.  Pre-registration required. The workshop will be held on Wednesday, 7 November, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm at St. Francis Neighborhood Center, 2405 Linden Avenue.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
BIKES 4 THE WORLD – 18 November
Give your old bike a new life! Beth Am Synagogue’s Social Action Committee is sponsoring its second used bicycle collection on Sunday, 18 November 2007 from 10:00 am to 1:0 pm, in front of the synagogue’s Eutaw Place (2501 Eutaw Place) entrance.  All donated bikes are shipped to willing partners overseas who have trained local people to refurbish the bicycles and make them available to those who need transportation to work, market, and school.  A donation toward the cost of shipping is requested (suggested $10 per bike).  The entire donation, bicycle and cash, are tax deductible. Volunteers are needed to assist in removing pedals, turning handlebars, and loading the bicycles onto a van.
Project Contact:  Janet Brown, (410) 243-3685, Jbrown3205@aol.com
Big Opportunity to Help RHIC!
Suntrust is offering an incentive to all new checking account holders. It is called “MY CAUSE”   If you open an account up now through 12 October, and use the free check card by 15 November.  SunTrust will donate $100.00 to RHIC. Go to the link below for information on the program and to donate once you open an account.  All you have to do to donate is put in Reservoir Hill Improvement Council in the search field.  We are listed there and it is an easy way to help.  Opening the account is as simple as visiting any of the SunTrust Branches in the area. One of our very active residents works in the Federal Hill Office. If you could patronize that office to open the account, it would b e appreciated, but going to any branch will work.  Please help get the word out.  It’s easy and it’s a great way to help Res Hill.  Here is the link to the website: https://promotion.suntrust.com/mycause/ 

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Whitelock Planning to Resume
RHIC was awarded $25,000 through the State of Maryland’s Business Works program and $25,000 through the Community Development Block Grant program.  Once the CDBG contract is finalized, work will begin on two studies – a market study and a design specifications study.  Once completed, these studies will help the community influence the design of a new Whitelock Street Corridor.  The starting point f or the studies will be the extensive community input on the site.  To view the results of community input and RHIC comments on the original 2005 RFP, go to RHIC’s website at http://www.reservoirhill.net/publications/RHICpubs.html  RHIC expects a public community session to be scheduled for late autumn or early winter.

Project Contact:  John Ruffin, (410) 225-7547, jruffin@reservoirhill.net
Gate Your Alley?
Community Greens has a discussion on RHIC’s website on taking steps toward gating an alley to create a neighborhood green space. Check it out on the Home Page at www.reservoirhill.net
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Accessible Homes for Seniors

Help is available for seniors who wish to remain in their homes.  The State of Maryland is offering zero percent interest, deferred loans for senior homeowners.  The program is specifically designed to improve the accessibility of the home – for everything from wheelchair ramps to grab bars in the bathroom.  Contact the Baltimore Commission on Aging and Retirement Education (CARE) for more information, or to apply, contact Thelma Winn.  Learn more at http://www.dhcd.state.md.us/Website/programs/ahsp/ahsp.aspx.  

Project Contact:  Thelma Winn, (410) 396-2273, Thelma.Winn@baltimorecity.gov 
Baltimore City Leaf Collection Has Begun 
Fall has barely begun and already some residents are finding the need to rake up leaves. Public Works Director George L. Winfield today announced that DPW is ready to collect bagged leaves on your second trash collection day of the week (Thursday).  These collections will continue through January 26, 2008. Residents are reminded to:  (1) Place leaves in clear or labeled bags.  (2) When cleaning up leaves, please do not blow leaves or place bagged leaves in the gutter or public right-of-way.  (3) There will be no vacuuming or street sweeping of leaves by DPW.
Project Contact:  Kurt L. Kocher, (410) 545-6541, Kurt.Kocher@Baltimorecity.gov
The Mayor's 311 Challenge:  Graffiti, Abandoned Vehicles, Debris on Wire and Poles, and Bags in Trees
Mayor Dixon is focusing resources for certain City services and encouraging communities to participate in her 311 challenge.  Let's win this challenge and make the most 311 calls for the items listed below.  311 calls for this challenge will be assessed from October 1st to October 15th.  
(1) Graffiti: focus on light poles, schools, bridges (concrete legs), gateways, playgrounds, parks, vacant properties and buildings 
(2) Abandoned Vehicles:  please, ONLY call 311 for abandoned vehicles that are located only on PUBLIC STREETS for the challenge. Due to operations, we will not accept abandoned vehicles on private lots, city-owned lots and private yards for this initiative (311 Community Challenge).  Outside of this initiative 311, the City will still handle these reports. 
(3) Debris on Wire and Poles
(4) Bags in Trees:  this only applies to city street trees in the medians and in front or side of a property. We will NOT allow request for private property which is the property owners responsibility.
* Use Reservoir Hill's Community ID# 317 for the problems listed above.  Let's try to win this month!

* You can always call 311 for all the services the City offers 
Project Contact:  Cliff Sawyer, (410) 396-4735, Neighborhood@baltimorecity.gov 
Goldseker Foundation Awards RHIC $50,000
The Goldseker Foundation has renewed support for RHIC by providing a $50,000 grant award to support the organization’s programs. A number of Baltimore private foundations, with Goldseker Foundation prominent among them, have been crucial in providing Baltimore communities and residents with the resources to play active roles in making our neighborhoods strong and in being a voice in public policy and revitalization programs.

Project Contact:  John Ruffin, (410) 225-7547, jruffin@reservoirhill.net
Healthy Neighborhoods – Low-Interest Loans for Remodeling Your Home
Get a low-interest loan to remodel your home!  Free architectural advice and low-interest rehab loans are available through Healthy Neighborhoods.  Other exceptional loan features are an ability to borrow more than the after-rehab value of the home, as well as no mortgage insurance requirement.  Contact Carl Cleary to learn more, or to take the first step in applying for a Healthy Neighborhoods loan.
Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
Use This Link to Make a Donation to RHIC Online! Thank You!
http://www.reservoirhill.net/donate.htm
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.
	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


