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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
May 2007

Greening Reservoir Hill: Green Week and Ecofestival in Druid Hill Park – 5 May
Baltimore Green Week is a week-long citywide program that organizes community events, hands-on activities, forums, and lectures throughout the city, including Baltimore’s premier green event - EcoFestival. Each event provides information about how a sustainable lifestyle benefits our community and us.  Its purpose is to increase awareness about how local residents can make the Baltimore region cleaner and environmentally safer for all who live and work here.  This year the Ecofestival will be held on 5 May all day in Druid Hill Park.  Green Week is 7 – 11 May.  If you are interested in getting involved with Baltimore Green Week, please visit www.BaltimoreGreenWeek.org or email John at campagna@benchmarkam.com.  Also, if you would like to help promote Reservoir Hill at the Ecofestival, please contact RHIC!

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Healthy Homes Happy Hour – 10 May

As a part of Baltimore Green Week, the Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning will host a Healthy Homes Happy Hour at the Coalition’s office on Hudson Street.  Please stop by for light refreshments and a hands-on circuit tour of Healthy Home elements featuring lead hazard reduction, mold remediation, integrated pest management (IPM), and allergen reduction.  In addition, learn about home safety measures like carbon monoxide detectors, radon detectors, cabinet locks, outlet covers, and more.  Before and after photographs of lead hazard reduction work will be displayed along with information about the Coalition's services.   10 klemmert@leadsafe.orgMay 2007, 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm, 2714 Hudson Street

Project Contact: Kory Lemmert, (410) 534-6447, 
40th District Legislative Wrap-Up – 15 May
Our 40th District delegates and senator are hosting a session assessing the recently concluded General Assembly and reporting on bills that passed or failed, and their plans for the future.  The entire delegation will on hand: Senator Catherine Pugh, Delegate Frank Conaway, Jr., Delegate Barbara Robinson, and Delegate Shawn Tarrant.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend the session on 15 May, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm at Baltimore City Community College, Gaare Auditorium, Nursing Building, 2901 Liberty Heights Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 21215.
Project Contact: (410) 383-1500

Next Reservoir Hill Citizens on Patrol Walk – 17 May
The Reservoir Hill Citizens On Patrol team holds walks twice a month.  The next walk will be 

17 May, commencing at 7:00 pm from St. Francis Neighborhood Center at 2405 Linden Avenue. This is a neighborhood group where neighbors look out for neighbors.  Citizens On Patrol members are citizen volunteers who patrol their communities. Citizens do not take enforcement action; they only observe.  Citizen Patrol volunteers do not carry weapons and are encouraged to avoid confrontation.  Citizen Patrol groups have been working in the United States for over 20 years.
Project Contact:  Joe Lazazzera, (410) 669-4060, grlazazzera@verizon.net
Friends of Druid Hill Park Meeting – City Council President to Speak – 17 May
Get involved with making the park a more lively and beautiful place to live.  Attend the next meeting to find out how you can be involved.  The speaker for the evening will be Baltimore City Council President, Stephanie Rawlings Blake.  This is an annual meeting for this new group.  We will elect at least three board members to the governing board of Friends. Applications for Board membership are still welcome. If interested, please contact Anne Draddy.  The meeting is Thursday, 17 May at 7:00 pm at the Howard Peter Rawlings Conservatory and Botanic Gardens of Baltimore, 3100 Swann Drive, in Druid Hill Park.

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Building Gardens in Reservoir Hill – 2 & 10 June

Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) and Lakeside Neighborhood Coalition (LNC) are organizing a day to help community residents build beautiful gardens on their front lawns. The goal of this activity is not only to beautify the community, but to also improve the quality of life for residents and children and to build a stronger sense of social unity in the community.  This activity provides a great opportunity for students and those interested in urban revitalization to learn about the many efforts occurring in the city to improve communities.  We are recruiting teams of five people to sponsor one lawn and we need about 10 teams!  We have all the materials, equipment, and LUNCH! All you have to do is show up! Volunteer Days (9:00am to 1:00pm) are Saturday 2 June and Sunday 10 June.
Project Contact: Tiffany, (410) 225-3316, tjoystone@hotmail.com
1st Annual Greater Coppin Heights/Rosemont Community Housing Fair – 2 June 
This free event is designed to meet the information and services needs of renters, prospective homebuyers, and homeowners.  The event will include vendors, a free continental breakfast and lunch, and workshops, including Homebuying made Simple, Getting a Mortgage – Budgeting and Credit, Myths of Homeownership – Tips to Avoid Foreclosure, and The Tenant-Landlord Relationship – Rights and Responsibilities.  Registration is not required but strongly suggested. The event is sponsored by the Coppin Heights Community Development Corporation, and will be held 9:00 am – 3:00 pm on Saturday, 2 June 2007 at the Coppin State University Dining and Meeting Hall.

 
Project Contact:  Michelle Nusum McEachern, (443) 984-3766, mmceachern@coppin.edu
Bike and Brunch – 2 June
Bring your friends and family out for a slow-paced bike tour of historic Druid Hill Park and the "newly" built Jones Falls Trail! For $15, you can enjoy a guided tour of the park before heading back to the reservoir for a catered outdoor lunch on the grill. Saturday, 2 June at 10 a.m. at the Druid Hill Park Reservoir.  Registration is required.

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov

Closing in to Garden Tour Time! – 9 & 10 June
Twenty six Gardens and sixteen homes in Historic Reservoir Hill will be open to the public on Saturday, 9 June and Sunday, 10 June as part of the 13th Annual Garden and Home Tour.  This celebration of modern urban living, sponsored by the Bolton-Park Neighbors and Historic Mount Royal Terrace of Reservoir Hill, showcases the very best city life has to offer. Much of Reservoir Hill was built in the 1890’s, and the area still contains numerous Victorian architectural treasures and has been featured in publications such as Victorian Homes and Baltimore Magazine.  The distinctive homes and gardens on the tour reflect the very best of the old and new urban lifestyles, ranging from the traditional to the whimsical.  Tours are from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm on 9 June and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm on 10 June. Tickets are $10, including complimentary refreshments and live acoustic music, and can be purchased the day of the tour at the corner of Park Avenue and Reservoir Street and at www.livebaltimore.com.
Project Contact:  Dave Horn, (410) 902-8252, dwhornii@aol.com

Ride Around the Reservoir – June through September
Don't have a bike? Don't worry! Rent a bike for $2.  June through September; Wednesdays,  Noon to 1 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Guided tours of Druid Hill Park begin at 6:30 p.m.

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
New News on Druid Park Lake Drive Development
In recent weeks it has come to light that there exist restrictions on the development of the vacant lots on Druid Park Lake Drive for which CIMG was awarded Exclusive Negotiating Rights in 2005.  The former property on these lots was privately-owned rental housing subsidized by the Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD). After foreclosing on the property, HUD razed the buildings, and in 1998 conveyed the lots, along with the Riviera apartment building, to the City of Baltimore.  The provisions accompanying the conveyance that have come to light require reconsideration of the project to be built upon the site and negotiations with HUD.  RHIC expects within the next month to have alternative plans from the developer to consider, and will be working closely with the City Department of Housing & Community Development on these options.
Project Contact:  John Ruffin, (410) 225-7547, jruffin@reservoirhill.net
Inclusionary Housing Update
The Baltimore City Planning Commission voted unanimously in favor of the proposed Inclusionary Housing legislation, which incorporates City and Inclusive Housing Coalition amendments to the original bill. The Planning Commission Chairman indicated that the Planning Commission received close to 500 letters in support of the legislation. In addition, close to 200 people attended the hearing.  The primary changes have been that: (1) Several explicit tiers have been added to the original bill where the City is providing major subsidy, with the highest percentage of units required for families at the lowest income: 30% for families with incomes of about $22,000 a year and below (home health aide, parking lot attendant, cashier, security guard);  25% for families with incomes of about $42,000 and below (carpenter, truck driver, nurse’s aid);  25% for families with incomes of about $56,000 and below (teacher, physician’s assistant); and  20% for families with incomes of about $80,000 and below (high school principal).  In these developments, the City also agreed to tier inclusionary units for homeownership for residents from very low income to moderate income (with ¾ of units affordable to low income households).  (2) Requirements are not being automatically placed on development where major subsidies or rezoning are not being used, but will be geared toward market indicators.  (3) No stream of funding for the Affordable Housing Trust Fund is defined in the bill.  The bill is now scheduled for a Public Hearing in the Land Use and Transportation Committee due on 23 May 2007. Please watch for an RHIC update on the bill in coming weeks and Action Alert.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Project SCOPE Update

Project SCOPE has been a topic of much discussion in Reservoir Hill.  The program is a public-private partnership that arranges for city-owned vacant properties to be sold to homeowners or developers who will rehabilitate them.  RHIC has been a strong advocate for tighter regulations and increased city monitoring, and RHIC’s Housing Coordinator now sits on the Project SCOPE Task Force.  A recent report from Baltimore Housing showed that Reservoir Hill is home to 20% of all SCOPE properties sold city-wide.  However, Reservoir Hill SCOPE purchasers have obtained more than 50% of all certificates of occupancy issued at SCOPE homes.  This is due to a number of factors, including:  Reservoir Hill was the first neighborhood in which SCOPE was implemented; RHIC’s advocacy to both the city and SCOPE owners; and the City’s improved oversight of the program.  RHIC is preparing a final analysis that will summarize progress at all 35 SCOPE properties sold in Reservoir Hill, as well as the pros and cons of the program.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Jones Fall Trail Update
The Jones Falls Trail parallels the Jones Falls River and passes by a number of historic mills, Round Falls, and the Baltimore Streetcar Museum. The trail is currently 1.5 miles long running from Penn Station to the end of Druid Hill Park along Falls Road. Once completed, the trail will connect the Inner
Harbor with popular attractions such as the reservoir, the Howard Peters Rawlings Conservatory, the Botanic Gardens of Baltimore and the Maryland Zoo. Currently the next phase of the Jones Falls Trail is under construction winding 2.75 miles through historic Druid Hill Park.  As you ride through Druid Hill you will notice the new entrance to the reservoir, increased visibility of the boat lake inside the zoo fence and the construction near the disc golf course.  This contract will be completed by January 2008.

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Lakeside Neighbors Coalition (LNC) Has a New President
Terrence Hancock was recently elected president of Lakeside Neighbors Coalition, taking over from former president Juanita Garrison.  Terrence has been very active in Reservoir Hill, and we congratulate him and wish him well in his new position.  Juanita will continue to be the force she has always been in LNC and throughout Reservoir Hill.

Project Contact:  Terrence Hancock, Terrance_Hancock@hotmail.com
Report to be Released on Affordable Rental Housing in Healthy Neighborhoods 

The Community Law Center is in the final stages of preparing a report on affordable rental housing in Baltimore’s Healthy Neighborhoods.  The concept was prompted by comments from RHIC staff at a Healthy Neighborhoods meeting two years ago, and has developed into a comprehensive investigation of all income-restricted, publicly-funded development projects in the ten Healthy Neighborhoods.  Quality affordable housing in necessary in every healthy, mixed-income neighborhood.  Community associations will be using this report to ensure the long-term sustainability of affordable rental housing by keeping abreast of expiring use restrictions associated with each publicly-financed development.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Housing Tour 2007 A Success
More than 50 real estate agents and homeowners opened up their homes to prospective buyers on Saturday, 14 April and Sunday, 15 April. About 150 people came to the neighborhood over two days to view the homes and learn about special low-interest loan programs available for purchase and renovation. Feedback from participating agents, homeowners, and homebuyers has been very positive 

Current residents were on hand to greet visitors and talk with them about Reservoir Hill.  Saturday’s weather, much warmer and sunnier than expected, certainly encouraged interested homebuyers to stay a bit longer in the community and check out one of the 50 houses available for sale. 

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Help Prevent Foreclosures
From 2000 to 2005, more than 25,000 mortgage foreclosures were filed in Baltimore.  While Reservoir Hill was not hit as hard as many Baltimore communities, the danger of foreclosure is still present, and represents a threat to homeowners, their neighbors, and the community as a whole.  A recent study by The Reinvestment Fund suggests that the total loss of value to due to mortgage foreclosures in Baltimore is nearly $1.8 billion.  The Baltimore Homeownership Preservation Coalition has launched an initiative to help homeowners in trouble.  Those unable to pay their mortgages are encouraged to call 311 to get access to free counseling from HUD-approved nonprofit organizations, and help with developing a plan to work out their financial difficulties.  The Coalition has developed a flier RHIC recently distributed through its email network asking for help in distributing additional flyers through block clubs, churches, or even friends and family.  RHIC sent a copy of the flier home with every student from John Eager Howard Elementary School.  If you can assist in distribution of the flier, please contact Sara West, who can provide you with multiple copies of the flyer.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Tenants and Property Owners:  Support the Clean Streets Bill!
RHIC has over the years received consistent complaints from homeowners and renters about the disposal of tenants’ belongings on the streets following an eviction. Now we have the chance to do something about it.   More than 7,000 times each year, tenant belongings are dumped on the street following an eviction.  The “chattel” stays on the street for nearly 3 days before DPW trucks pick it up at a cost to taxpayers of about $750,000 per year.  In response to this problem, a City-wide campaign is working to pass the Clean Streets Bill which states that:  (1) The landlord would give the tenant notice of the scheduled date of the eviction, making it more likely tenants would remove their belongings beforehand.  If the landlord agrees to pay a fee, The sheriff’s office will give the notice.  (2)  If the tenant doesn't claim and remove the property on eviction, the landlord would then hold the belongings for 3 days, either in the rental property or elsewhere at the landlord's discretion.  (3)  If the property is unclaimed after that 3-day period, it would be officially abandoned, and the landlord would dispose of it lawfully.  It would never be placed on neighborhood streets. 
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Resources Available to End Lead Poisoning

The Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning attended RHIC’s March community meeting and provided a thorough presentation on the dangers of lead, current policy and legislation regarding lead paint, and the resources available for property owners to reduce lead hazards in their homes.  Grants and loans, as well as a host of information, are available through the Coalition.  Visit www.leadsafe.org to learn more.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Homesharing Through St. Ambrose

Are you tired of living alone? Or, are you someone who is looking for affordable housing and would enjoy the company of other people?  Would you enjoy the comfort of a home rather than an apartment?  If you answered "yes" to one of the above questions, St. Ambrose Homesharing may be the answer for you!  The program connects homeowners and renters, and screen and check references of all applicants to tailor each match accordingly. St. Ambrose Homesharing has already made over 1,060 matches in 17 years! For more information, call Annette Leahy Brennan.
Project Contact:  Annette Leahy Brennan, (410) 366-6180, Annetteb@stambros.org 
Reservoir Hill Mutual Homes Opens a Yahoo Group

The Reservoir Hill Mutual Homes, located in the 2100 blocks of Callow and Brookfield, have launched a Yahoo group, or listserve, for residents and other interested parties.  The listserve will allow members to communicate easily about matters important to Mutual Homes residents.  Three polls have already been posted for member response.  If you live in the Mutual Homes, join the listserve and let your voice be heard!  Visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/reservoirhillmutualhomes/ to join the group.  

Project Contact:  Akilah Jackson, reservoirhillmutualhomes@yahoo.com
Healthy Neighborhoods – Low-Interest Loans for Remodeling Your Home
Get a low-interest loan to remodel your home!  Free architectural advice and low-interest rehab loans are available through Healthy Neighborhoods.  Other exceptional loan features are an ability to borrow more than the after-rehab value of the home, as well as no mortgage insurance requirement.  Contact Sara West to learn more, or to take the first step in applying for a Healthy Neighborhoods loan.
Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Use This Link to Make a Donation to RHIC Online! Thank You!
http://www.reservoirhill.net/donate.htm
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.
	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


