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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
March 2007

Credit Repair Workshop Series – 28 March
Have you been denied credit?  Do you know how to pull your credit report, or improve your credit score?  RHIC is offering a three part workshop series designed to help attendees learn about the importance of good credit, and how to improve their credit history.   RHIC is partnering with Maryland Consumer Rights Coalition to offer a three part workshop series designed to work with participants to repair their credit.  Attend all three workshops and get a free $15 Safeway gift card.  Workshops are March 28, May 16, and June 27 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Contact Sara West to register.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Friends of Druid Hill Park Meeting – 28 March
The Friends of Druid Hill Park meet monthly on the last Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm at 2600 Madison Avenue.  The next meeting will be Wednesday, 28 March. Friends of Druid Hill Park will be holding an Annual Meeting on Thursday, 17 May at 7:00 at the Howard P. Rawlings Conservatory  (near the Gwynns Falls Parkway Entrance to Druid Hill Park).

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, 410.396.0730, annee.draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Workshop Series on Neighborhood Character – 29 March
The Neighborhood Design Series and Baltimore Heritage are offering a four-part series exploring ideas and tools for balancing preservation and redevelopment.  The first workshop is March 29:  What is Neighborhood Character – and WHY DOES IT MATTER?  Presenter is Charlie Duff of Jubilee Baltimore.  Future workshops will include talks on regulating neighborhood character, legal strategies, and retaining neighborhood character.  All workshops are free and held at the Neighborhood Design Center, 1401 Hollins Street.  

Project Contact:   Neighborhood Design Center, 410.233.9686, info@ndc-md.org
Celebrate Spring with a Green Gathering – 31 March
Join Parks & People Foundation and partners on Saturday, 31 March to celebrate the upcoming spring season of greening!  Come and hear about upcoming greening events, network with Baltimore City gardeners and park stewards and choose from a selection of interactive and hands-on workshops.  The event will be held at Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, 2424 McElderry Street.  Light breakfast and lunch will be provided.  Attendance is free, space is limited.  RSVP necessary.

Project Contact:  Sabrina Hudson 410.448.5663 x111, sabrina.hudson@parksandpeople.org. 

Next Reservoir Hill Citizens on Patrol Walk – 5 April

The Reservoir Hill Citizens On Patrol team holds walks twice a month.  The next walk will be 

5 April, commencing at 7:00 pm from St. Francis Neighborhood Center at 2405 Linden Avenue. This is a neighborhood group where neighbors look out for neighbors.  Citizens On Patrol members are citizen volunteers who patrol their communities. Citizens do not take enforcement action; they only observe.  Citizen Patrol volunteers do not carry weapons and are encouraged to avoid confrontation.  Citizen Patrol groups have been working in the United States for over 20 years.
Project Contact:  Joe Lazazzera, (410) 669-4060, grlazazzera@verizon.net
Housing Tour 2007 – 14 & 15 April
Plans for the Housing Tour on April 14 and 15 are well underway!  RHIC, in partnership with Live Baltimore and Healthy Neighborhoods, expects to attract about 150 potential homebuyers to the community to view houses for sale and other unique and interesting properties in Reservoir Hill.  Volunteers are needed to welcome visitors, pass out materials, and provide information to attendees.  Contact Sara West to volunteer, or to have your home featured on the tour.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Behind the Scenes Tour of Historic Druid Hill Park – 17 April

Please join us for a Behind the Scenes Tour of historic Druid Hill Park hosted by the Baltimore City Department of Recreation and Parks.  Druid Hill Park is full of historic structures, statues, and even historic trees!  As one of the oldest large parks in the city, Druid Hill contains some fantastic hidden treasures:  the Three Sisters Ponds (historic ponds north of the Zoo that deteriorated and are now being restored), the 1950s Negro Swimming Pool, many historic pavilions, and the reservoir and fountain.  As for trees, the park boasts the oldest memorial grove in the country.  Please join Anne Draddy, a park expert, on a tour of the park, its history, and the plans for its revitalization. This is a van tour, with limited walking.  Space is absolutely limited to the first 30 people to respond by email.  The tour will be from 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm on Tuesday, 17 April. Meet at the Recreation and Parks Headquarters at 3001 East Drive (across from tennis courts and beside the pool).  Park on the street in front of the building. The cost is $15 and includes a wine reception. To register, please reply BY EMAIL with your name, phone number, and email address.  Confirmations will be sent by email, and payment will be due upon confirmation.  For additional information and questions, call Baltimore Heritage at 410-332-9992.
Project Contact:  Johns Hopkins, 410.332.9992; Hopkins@baltimoreheritage.org
Greening Reservoir Hill:  2nd Annual Green Day of Reservoir Hill – 22 April
RHIC's 2006 Greening Fair brought out over 100 volunteers from the neighborhood and from other groups outside of Reservoir Hill to complete a dozen landscaping projects.  This year, the Jewish Volunteer Connection is sending over 100 volunteers to work with RHIC and residents for our 2nd Annual Green Day on Sunday, 22 April from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  There are many simple projects that your block club can organize such as weeding and mulching tree wells, putting out large planters in front of homes, planting flowers in public spaces, and cleaning up parks.  Start planning now as some greening projects can require a lot of resources and time to organize.  RHIC is here to help so contact us immediately if you would like to help out with the fair or organize your own project.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Bird Walk in Druid Hill Park – 29 April

Join the Baltimore Bird club on a Bird Walk through Druid Hill Park on Sunday, 29 April at 8:00 am.  Just about anything could show up in this large, urban park with varied habitats. Take the Druid Hill Park exit from I-83, which puts you onto Druid Park Lake Drive. Turn right into the main park entrance on Swan Drive and park on road margins at the northwest corner of the lake. All are welcome. 

Project Contact:  Bryce Butler, 410.728.0646, capitano.bryce[image: image2.png]


@verizon.net
Greening Reservoir Hill: Green Week and Ecofestival in Druid Hill Park – 5 May
Baltimore Green Week is a week-long citywide program that organizes community events, hands-on activities, forums, and lectures throughout the city, including Baltimore’s premier green event - EcoFestival. Each event provides information about how a sustainable lifestyle benefits our community and us.  Its purpose is to increase awareness about how local residents can make the Baltimore region cleaner and environmentally safer for all who live and work here.  This year the Ecofestival will held on 5 May all day in Druid Hill Park.  Green Week is 7 – 11 May.  If you are interested in getting involved with Baltimore Green Week, please visit www.BaltimoreGreenWeek.org or email John at campagna@benchmarkam.com.  Also, if you would like to help promote Reservoir Hill at the Ecofestival, please contact RHIC!

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Closing in to Garden Tour Time! – 9 & 10 June 2007
Twenty six Gardens and sixteen homes in Historic Reservoir Hill will be open to the public on Saturday, 9 June and Sunday, 10 June as part of the 13th Annual Garden and Home Tour.  This celebration of modern urban living, sponsored by the Bolton-Park Neighbors and Historic Mount Royal Terrace of Reservoir Hill, showcases the very best city life has to offer. Much of Reservoir Hill was built in the 1890’s, and the area still contains numerous Victorian architectural treasures.  An historic residential neighborhood adjacent to Druid Hill Park, Reservoir Hill has been featured in publications such as Victorian Homes and Baltimore Magazine.  The distinctive homes and gardens on the tour reflect the very best of the old and new urban lifestyles, ranging from the traditional to the whimsical.  Tours are from 11 am to 4:00 pm on 9 June and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm on 10 June. Tickets are $10, including complimentary refreshments and live acoustic music, and can be purchased the day of the tour at the corner of Park Avenue and Reservoir Street and at www.livebaltiore.com.
Project Contact:  Dave Horn, 410.902.8252, dwhornii@aol.com

Resources Available to End Lead Poisoning

The Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning attended RHIC’s March community meeting and provided a thorough presentation on the dangers of lead, current policy and legislation regarding lead paint, and the resources available for property owners to reduce lead hazards in their homes.  Grants and loans, as well as a host of information, are available through the Coalition.  Visit www.leadsafe.org to learn more.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Taking Action: Inclusionary Housing Campaign
The campaign to pass Inclusionary Housing Bill 06-0558 is in full swing.  This will be Baltimore’s first law requiring the inclusion of affordable housing units in all major developments receiving public support and fully funding an Inclusive Housing Trust Fund.  If you have not already responded to RHIC’s action alerts asking RHIC supporters to send letters of support to City Council representatives, please call our office and get a copy of the alert.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
New Condo Developments

Reservoir Hill residents have certainly noticed that many apartment buildings in the neighborhood are being renovated as condominiums.  Many of these buildings have been vacant for years and have been acquired and rehabbed by private developers.  Some examples of recent rehabs include 2511 Eutaw Place, 600 Whitelock Street, 2401 Brookfield Ave, 841 Whitelock Street, and several properties on the 2400 block of Callow Ave.  Developers report that sales have been brisk at most properties, and a range of sales prices is available.  All units at 600 Whitelock St, for example, are priced below $200,000.  Call or email Sara West if you would like contact information for any of the developers.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Free Tax Preparation and Earned Income Credit
If you made less than $38,348 in 2006, you may qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) – a credit that will pay some families size and income. Come to a free tax preparation site to see what you qualify for.  Well trained volunteers will prepare and e-file your taxes for free, and assist with questions you may have about ways to put your money to work for you. The closest site to Reservoir Hill is the 4th District Community Action Center at 1133 Pennsylvania Avenue. The center is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, and during evenings and weekends periodically.  For appointments, referral to other sites, and information on what to bring to your tax prep appointment, call (410) 234-8008.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Judy Center Collecting Empty Ink Cartridges

The Judy Center at John Eager Howard is collecting empty ink cartridges from printers and copiers. The cartridges will be sent to Staples and redeemed for credit. Please donate your old ink cartridges to the Judy Center in room 107 at John Eager Howard Elementary School. If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact the Judy Center at 410.361.9785.

Project Contact:  Christina Escobar, (410) 225-7547, christescobar@yahoo.com
Baltimore City Delegates Approve Baltimore City Inclusionary Housing Tax Credit 

Baltimore City delegates in the General Assembly approved a PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) that developers can use to offset the cost of affordable, inclusionary units in quality, mixed-income rental developments. This is an important step forward in ensuring that the City has the right cost-offsets in place to make affordability possible where private development is taking place in the City. The bill requires that at least 10% of the development’s total units be affordable to a household earning between 0% and 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI).  This brings us to the next step in the struggle – passing the bill in the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee before it goes to the floor of the General Assembly. 

Project Contact:  Bibi Hidalgo, 410.539.1369, ext.111, bibih@cphabaltimore.org
Governor O’Malley Proposes $400 Million for School Facilities Funding
Governor O'Malley has proposed $400 million for public school building construction and renovation in his first state budget.  In 2003, public school buildings in Maryland were surveyed focusing on 31 minimum standards deemed essential for complying with federal and State facility requirements. The survey found that statewide facility needs totaled nearly $4 billion.  Of this figure, nearly $600 million was for Baltimore city alone.  Governor O’Malley’s proposed $400 million in public school building funding is a step in the right direction.  RHIC is issuing an action alert asking supporters to write letters to Senate Budget & Taxation Committee members supporting the Governor’s proposal. 
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Are You a Renter in Reservoir Hill?
RHIC is organizing tenants to address concerns in apartment buildings and in rowhome apartments, and improve rental housing conditions.  Common concerns that have been reported are unhealthy or unsafe living conditions, landlords not complying with lease agreements, and lack of follow-through on repairs.  Renters and homeowners complain of the policy of leaving the possessions of evicted tenants on the street.  If you are a tenant and would like to be part of a association, please contact RHIC.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Call for Donations for John Eager Howard Sister-School in Liberia

John Eager Howard is collecting donations to send to its sister school in Bong County, Liberia. They need uniform style clothing in good condition, school supplies, books, and non-perishable food items. There will be donation boxes at both entrances of the school to collect the materials. If you have any questions about the donation drive, please contact Dr. Joseph Woah-Tee at 410.396.0837.

Project Contact:  Christina Escobar, (410) 225-7547, christescobar@yahoo.com
Get Involved in 2007!
Do you know your local block club?  Do you take part in the meetings and activities of that club?  Would you like to volunteer to work with local youth art activities?  Can you tutor students?  Would you like to work on greening projects in Reservoir Hill?  Do you attend the monthly community meetings?  Would you to like to work with RHIC as an advocate for affordable housing, tenant, or greening legislative proposals?  The opportunities to be involved and be an active Baltimore resident are numerous.  Contact the RHIC office to learn more and Get Involved in 2007!

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.

	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


