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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
June 2007
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council Board of Directors Seats Open
The 2007-2008 Board of Directors of Reservoir Hill Improvement Council will be elected at the Annual Meeting in October 2007 (date and location to be announced). There are four seats open at this time. Those wishing to stand for the Board must be sponsored by an RHIC Member Organization in good standing, and must have their application filed by 31 July 2007 at the RHIC office at 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 21217. Please contact the office for copies of the application.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Next Reservoir Hill Citizens on Patrol Walk – 7 June
The Reservoir Hill Citizens On Patrol team holds walks twice a month.  The next walk will be 

7 June, commencing at 7:00 pm from St. Francis Neighborhood Center at 2405 Linden Avenue. This is a neighborhood group where neighbors look out for neighbors.  Citizens On Patrol members are citizen volunteers who patrol their communities. Citizens do not take enforcement action; they only observe.  Citizen Patrol volunteers do not carry weapons and are encouraged to avoid confrontation.  Citizen Patrol groups have been working in the United States for over 20 years.
Project Contact:  Joe Lazazzera, (410) 669-4060, grlazazzera@verizon.net
Garden Tour Time! – 9 & 10 June
Twenty six Gardens and sixteen homes in Historic Reservoir Hill will be open to the public on Twenty six gardens and sixteen homes in historic Reservoir Hill will be open to the public on Saturday, 9 June and Sunday, 10 June as part of the 13th Annual Garden and Home Tour.  This celebration of modern urban living, sponsored by the Bolton-Park Neighbors and Historic Mount Royal Terrace Association, showcases the very best city life has to offer. The distinctive homes and gardens on the tour reflect the very best of the old and new urban lifestyles, ranging from the traditional to the whimsical.  Tours are from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm on 9 June and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm on 10 June. Tickets are $10, including complimentary refreshments and live acoustic music, and can be purchased the day of the tour at the corner of Park Avenue and Reservoir Street and at www.livebaltimore.com.

Project Contact:  Dave Horn, (410) 902-8252, dwhornii@aol.com

Tenants and Homeowners!  Support the Clean Streets Bill! – 19 June
Attend the public hearing on the Clean Streets Bill on Tuesday, 19 June, 4 pm at City Hall, Room 408.  RHIC will be attending the hearing with residents to testify.  The main points of the bill are as follows:

1.  Gives tenants advance notice of the eviction date, which they do not always receive now. 

2.  Prohibits the dumping of the evicted tenant belongings in the street, sidewalks, or other public 
right of way.  Landlords must dispose of items properly and at their own cost (about 
$800,000/year of taxpayer’s money is spent on cleaning up evictions)

3.  Gives tenants three days after eviction to claim their belongings. 


       a.  The landlord can choose to store the belongings either in the rental unit or 



nearby in another property or a storage facility. 


       b. The bill specifies that the landlord is not liable for damage or loss to goods 



except in cases of gross negligence or malice. 
Contact the RHIC office if you can attend the hearing.  If you cannot attend, please send a letter supporting the bill to RHIC for the hearing (you can use email).
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Ride Around the Reservoir – June through September
Ride your bike around Druid Park Lake!  Don't have a bike? Don't worry! Rent a bike for $2.  Rides take place each Wednesday, June through September from noon to 1 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Guided tours of Druid Hill Park begin at 6:30 p.m.  Additionally, three exercise stations have been positioned around the lake and are getting rave reviews by area residents.  
Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Reservoir Hill July Community Meeting – 3 July
RHIC’s July Community Meeting will feature a Candidates’ Night where participants will get to meet, hear from, and discuss issues with candidates standing for the 11th District City Council seat.  The meeting will be organized so as to maximize the opportunity people have to ask questions and chat with the candidates. To read an overview of the current candidates for the office, please follow this link to RHIC’s website and click the appropriate link on the right side:  http://www.reservoirhill.net
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
June is Vacant Properties Month
At its May 2007 meeting, the Leadership Assembly decided to make June Vacant Properties Month in a new stage of the campaign to reduce the number of vacant buildings in Reservoir Hill.  Over the past five years, 78 vacant properties have been issued Certificates of Occupancy, thus moving them off the roll of houses with Vacant Building Notices.  Still, as of May 2007, 189 properties in Reservoir Hill are coded as vacant.  Part of the answer lies in the city responding to resident advocacy and doing a better job of tracking vacant buildings, but, to some extent, people are still abandoning properties. RHIC uses a variety of tools to address vacants.  One is advocating for greater code enforcement.  In a process whereby RHIC identifies sets of 15 of the “most wanted” problem properties, 45 have been targeted and forwarded to Baltimore City’s Code Enforcement Legal Section for action. To date, four of these properties have been sold through receivership, and 37 property owners are being pursued in court.  During June, residents will see volunteers fanning out throughout Reservoir Hill to ensure that all vacants are identified.
Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Friends of Druid Hill Park Elects Board of Directors
The Friends of Druid Hill Park has been meeting regularly since January of this year, and elected a 12-member board of directors last month.  Three board members are from Reservoir Hill, and were elected at the Friends’ first Annual Meeting, held in May at the Conservatory.  Committees focusing on park beautification and other projects will be forming, and committee members are needed.  Contact Anne Draddy for more information, or to join a committee.

Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
Greening Reservoir Hill:  LNC’s Front Lawn Beautification Project
Sponsored by Lakeside Neighbors Coalition (LNC), on Saturday, 2 June, about 30 residents restored and enhanced six front lawns on Brooks Lane and Chauncey Avenue.  Some of the gardens were created from scratch while others received some enhancements.  Professionals from the Master Gardeners Association helped with the projects and gave advice to the gardeners on how to maintain their plants.  Altogether, 21 lawns were restored or enhanced in the Lakeside Neighborhood area since the fall of 2006.  A big thanks to the volunteers and organizers of this project!  This project was funded by a grant from the Baltimore Community Foundation.  RHIC has worked with many groups to organize greening projects and there are many resources for implementing your ideas.  Please contact us if you're interested in implementing a greening project in your area.      
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, 410.225.7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Progressive Maryland Hires New Baltimore Director
Former Public Policy Director for Citizens Planning & Housing Association, Matt Weinstein, is the new director of the Baltimore office of Progressive Maryland. Progressive Maryland (PM) is a grassroots organization striving to improve the lives of Maryland’s working families.  PM initiatives include the recent successful state Living Wage bill, election reform, tax fairness, and health care expansion.  To learn more about PM, follow this link to their website:  www.progressivemaryland.org  The Baltimore office is located at 7-9 West Mulberry Street, 4th Floor, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 – (410) 685-7004.  

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Georgia Winder – Reservoir Hill’s Best Mom
On 16 May, Reservoir Hill’s own Georgia Winder was honored as one of Baltimore’s Top Neighborhood Moms.  RHIC Board Member, ever present worker in the Druid Community Association, and perennial resident activists who seems to be everywhere and knows everyone, Ms. Winder is a Reservoir Hill treasure.

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
RHIC Website – Updates & Volunteer Need
Those who have not checked out RHIC’s new website, please do. But even those that have should continue checking in as new things continue to appear. Follow this link:  http://www.reservoirhill.net.  The Reading Room has new material.  We hope for Stories of West Baltimore to continue to expand. There are links on the home page to a summary of wins and losses in 2007 General Assembly and info on the current candidates standing for the 11th District City Council seat.  In another vein, the RHIC office is interested in a volunteer to work on the Articles page. The task includes researching relevant articles and formatting them for inclusion on the website.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Help Prevent Foreclosures
From 2000 to 2005, more than 25,000 mortgage foreclosures were filed in Baltimore.  While Reservoir Hill was not hit as hard as many Baltimore communities, the danger of foreclosure is still present, and represents a threat to homeowners, their neighbors, and the community as a whole.  A recent study by The Reinvestment Fund suggests that the total loss of value to due to mortgage foreclosures in Baltimore is nearly $1.8 billion.  The Baltimore Homeownership Preservation Coalition has launched an initiative to help homeowners in trouble.  Those unable to pay their mortgages are encouraged to call 311 to get access to free counseling from HUD-approved nonprofit organizations, and help with developing a plan to work out their financial difficulties.  The Coalition has developed a flier RHIC recently distributed through its email network asking for help in distributing additional flyers through block clubs, churches, or even friends and family.  RHIC sent a copy of the flier home with every student from John Eager Howard Elementary School.  If you can assist in distribution of the flier, please contact Sara West, who can provide you with multiple copies of the flyer.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Greening Reservoir Hill: Sculpture Garden Enhancement on Madison Avenue

The sculpture garden located at 2325 Madison Avenue has come a long way due to the efforts of Kids on the Hill and residents in the area.  RHIC and Kids on the Hill are planning to restore the back end of the park abutting the alleyway.  This area has become a dumping ground for trash.  The restoration will basically involve removing the brick pavers along the 80’ strip to plant shrubs and decorative trees.   An arbor marking the entry way will be installed near the existing garden.  About 30 teens from SPARK will create the green space for their service learning project.  The green space will be maintained by residents in the area.  RHIC encourages residents to participate in the project.  

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Greening Reservoir Hill: Restoration of Vacant Lot at 827 Whitelock Street

Residents on Whitelock Street are getting organized and are working with RHIC on the restoration of the lot located at 827 Whitelock Street.  The restoration will involve tilling certain areas of the lot and planting new grass seed, removing stumps and invasive plants and trees, and planting new decorative shrubs and trees.  About 30 teens from SPARK will create the green space and residents will maintain it.   Participate in Greening Reservoir Hill and contact us for more information. 

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Associated Black Charities Toastmaster’s Club
The Associated Black Charities (ABC) Toastmasters Club offers hands-on experience to help people improve their formal and impromptu speaking skills.  ABC Toastmasters is committed to helping all people become effective communicators.  Meetings are open to all. ABC Toastmasters meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month in the Associated Black Charities building at 1114 Cathedral Street in Baltimore (second floor conference room) from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm.  To learn more about Toastmasters, visit their website at www.toastmasters.org
Project Contact:  Gil Wagner, (410) 788-1742

Healthy Neighborhoods – Low-Interest Loans for Remodeling Your Home
Get a low-interest loan to remodel your home!  Free architectural advice and low-interest rehab loans are available through Healthy Neighborhoods.  Other exceptional loan features are an ability to borrow more than the after-rehab value of the home, as well as no mortgage insurance requirement.  Contact Sara West to learn more, or to take the first step in applying for a Healthy Neighborhoods loan.
Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Use This Link to Make a Donation to RHIC Online! Thank You!
http://www.reservoirhill.net/donate.htm
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.
	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


