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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
July 2007
Welcome Carl Cleary to the RHIC Staff
You know you are growing as an organization when a torch gets passed.  Carl Cleary joins the RHIC staff as the organization’s second Housing Coordinator, taking over from Sara West who shaped RHIC’s housing program.  As most of you probably know, Sara left to enter the MBA program at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Carl comes to RHIC with a rich background in housing and social work, and with urban experience from Chicago, Boston, and Baltimore. Most recently, Carl served as Director of Housing for South East Community Organization.  Please welcome Carl to the organization and the neighborhood.
Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
Ride Around the Reservoir – June through September
Ride your bike around Druid Park Lake!  Don't have a bike? Don't worry! Rent a bike for $2.  Rides take place each Wednesday, June through September from noon to 1 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Guided tours of Druid Hill Park begin at 6:30 p.m.  Additionally, three exercise stations have been positioned around the lake and are getting rave reviews by area residents.  
Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
St. Francis Neighborhood Center Community Hour – 23 July
St. Francis Neighborhood Center will create a safe place where Reservoir Hill residents can have open discussion on the challenges that they encounter in politics/religion/ social environment.  Starting 23 July, these informal discussions will take place every third Monday from 7pm- 8pm at the St. Francis Neighborhood Center, 2405 Linden Avenue Baltimore, MD 21217 (Corner of Linden Avenue & Whitelock Street).  Residents will take active roles in planning and leading community initiatives, topics and projects that will support Reservoir Hill.

Project Contact:  Sarah Taylor, (410) 669-2612, staylo@mac.com
Next Homebuyer Workshop – 25 July
A workshop for first-time homebuyers is scheduled for 25 July 2007 from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm at St. Francis Community Center, 2405 Linden Avenue.  The workshops provide a broad overview of each step of the home buying process, from budgeting and affordability to contracts and the mortgage process.  The workshops are free, but pre-registration is required.

Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
RHIC Board of Directors Seats Open – 31 July Deadline
The 2007-2008 Board of Directors of Reservoir Hill Improvement Council will be elected at the Annual Meeting in October 2007 (date and location to be announced). There are four seats open at this time. Those wishing to stand for the Board must be sponsored by an RHIC Member Organization in good standing, and must have their application filed by 31 July 2007 at the RHIC office at 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 21217. Please contact the office for copies of the application.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Let’s Do It Again Block Party – 4 August
Join the members of Reservoir Hill Mutual Homes for the Let’s Do It Again Block Party on the 2100 bloc of Callow Avenue. Saturday, 4 August, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm.  Festivities will include arts and crafts, children’s games, music, and food for sale.  Tables are available for vendors at a rate of $25 per table.  Any vendor selling food must have a food permit.
Project Contact:  Darryl Smith, (410) 523-6797
Unity Day: A Community Fun Day For All Residents – 15 September
New Harvest Deliverance Ministries is sponsoring “Unity Day” on Saturday, 15 September to bring community residents, youth, and families together for food and fun.  The block party will be held on the 700 block of Whitelock Street. Another primary goal of the New Harvest is to bring together other religious institutions in the neighborhood to participate in the event.  There will be face painters, a moon bounce, food, activities, and music.  RHIC will be part of this effort and we encourage individuals and groups to participate in the planning and implementation of Unity Day.  For more information or to participate, please contact Taunja Smith.  

Project Contact:  Taunja Smith, (443) 768-1032, plentifulharvest@yahoo.com 

Homesharing Through St. Ambrose

Are you tired of living alone? Or, are you someone who is looking for affordable housing and would enjoy the company of other people?  Would you enjoy the comfort of a home rather than an apartment?  If you answered "yes" to one of the above questions, St. Ambrose Homesharing may be the answer for you!  The program connects homeowners and renters, and screen and check references of all applicants to tailor each match accordingly. St. Ambrose Homesharing has already made over 1,060 matches in 17 years! For more information, call Annette Leahy Brennan.
Project Contact:  Annette Leahy Brennan, (410) 366-6180, Annetteb@stambros.org 
13th Annual Garden Tour A Big Success!
Sponsored by the Bolton-Park Neighbors and Historic Mount Royal Terrace Association, the 13th Annual Garden and Home Tour showcased 26 Gardens and 16 homes in Historic Reservoir Hill . About 300 attendees participated in this celebration of modern urban living. Joining the participants were Kristy Taylor; Representative from the office of The Honorable Shelia Dixon Mayor of Baltimore; The Honorable Keiffer Mitchell, Jr., City Councilman; The Honorable Catherine Pugh, State Senator District 40; The Honorable Shawn Tarrant, Delegate District 40; The Honorable Barbara Robinson; Delegate District 40; Carol Gilbert Asst Secretary for Neighborhood Revitalization, representing Governor O’Malley’s office; Joyce Leviton from Beth Am, representing Senator Ben Cardin; Mark Sissman, Executive Director of Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc.; and City Council President Stephanie Rawlings Blake.

Project Contact:  Dave Horn, (410) 902-8252, dwhornii@aol.com

Clean Streets Bill Update
RHIC and four Reservoir Hill residents testified at the Clean Streets Bill Hearing on Tuesday, 19 June at City Hall.  Of the 100+ people at the hearing, most were in support of the Clean Streets Bill.  With the Citizen's Planning and Housing Association and Public Justice Center leading the way, the proposed bill received City-wide support from many city residents and community groups, such as neighborhood associations and the Community Law Center.  Several landlords and the Baltimore Board of Realtors also supported the proposed bill.  The bill has gone back to the housing subcommittee. The next step is a vote at the City Council.  Many of our city legislators have declared support for the bill, including Mayor Dixon, President Rawlings-Blake, and Councilman Mitchell.  Reservoir Hill turned out more residents at this hearing than any other community!  RHIC also submitted several support letters from the community.  Thank you for taking action!
 
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
RHIC Website – The Candidates Respond
RHIC’s project, Where Do You Stand? presents a question on a key issue every couple of weeks to the candidates running for the 11th District City Council seat, for Mayor, and for City Council President. The responses are posted to the website. Check the Home Page of the website for The Candidates Respond:  www.reservoirhill.net
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Greening Reservoir Hill:  SPARK Volunteers Have Arrived!
The Jewish volunteer group SPARK has arrived in Baltimore and is spending eight workdays in Reservoir Hill.  The volunteers are Jewish teens from all over the United States coming to Baltimore to engage in leadership development and service learning projects.  This will be SPARK’s 3rd year in Reservoir Hill, and RHIC has improved the program by: (1) organizing two discussions on community development, and social justice and change in conjunction with teens from Kids on the Hill; 
(2) organizing a screening of Boys of Baraka with Devon Brown, one of the teens in the film; 
(3) organizing two large greening projects for their workdays (see details below); and (4) organizing residents to work with the teens.  Please come out to meet the volunteers.


Sculpture Garden Enhancement Project



2325 Madison Avenue    Final Workday: 7/5, 9am to 3pm

Healthy Neighborhoods Inc. and the Department of Recreation and Parks have donated resources for this project.  The back end of the Sculpture Garden bordering the alley has been an illegal dumping site for many years.  The project involves removing the paver bricks to create a green strip with low level evergreen shrubs, colorful perennials, and a few decorative trees.  The plan also includes the construction of an arbor to mark the entrance of the park.  Coupled with educating residents and building community stewardship, the project will deter the illegal dumping that occurs at this site.  


Restoration of the Vacant Lots Located at 827-829 Whitelock Street


Workdays: Mondays and Fridays, 7/20, 7/23 (9am–3pm), and 7/27, 9am-1:45pm

The vacant lot located at 827-829 Whitelock Street has been an eyesore for years.  Currently, the lot is overgrown with weeds and brush and littered with building debris and trash.  There are also unsightly trees that limit the visibility through the park.  This project involves planting four decorative trees on the lot, building a 2’ retaining wall with rose bushes at the front bordering Whitelock Street, and removing the brush and trees that are unsightly and that hinder visibility through the lot. 

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Accessible Homes for Seniors

Help is available for seniors who wish to remain in their homes.  The State of Maryland is offering zero percent interest, deferred loans for senior homeowners.  The program is specifically designed to improve the accessibility of the home – for everything from wheelchair ramps to grab bars in the bathroom.  Contact the Baltimore Commission on Aging and Retirement Education (CARE) for more information, or to apply, contact Thelma Winn.  Learn more at http://www.dhcd.state.md.us/Website/programs/ahsp/ahsp.aspx.  

Project Contact:  Thelma Winn, (410) 396-2273, Thelma.Winn@baltimorecity.gov 
Healthy Neighborhoods – Low-Interest Loans for Remodeling Your Home
Get a low-interest loan to remodel your home!  Free architectural advice and low-interest rehab loans are available through Healthy Neighborhoods.  Other exceptional loan features are an ability to borrow more than the after-rehab value of the home, as well as no mortgage insurance requirement.  Contact Sara West to learn more, or to take the first step in applying for a Healthy Neighborhoods loan.
Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
Use This Link to Make a Donation to RHIC Online! Thank You!
http://www.reservoirhill.net/donate.htm
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.
	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


