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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
January 2007
Next Homebuyer Workshop – 24 January 2007
The next homebuyer workshop is scheduled for 24 January 2007 from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm at St. Francis Community Center, 2405 Linden Avenue.  The workshops provide a broad overview of each step of the home buying process, from budgeting and affordability to contracts and mortgage process.  The workshops are free, but pre-registration is required. 

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Next Reservoir Hill Citizens on Patrol Walk – 25 January
The Reservoir Hill Citizens On Patrol team holds walks twice a month.  The next walk will be 25 January, commencing at 7:00 pm from St. Francis Neighborhood Center at 2405 Linden Avenue. This is a neighborhood group where neighbors look out for neighbors.  Citizens On Patrol members are citizen volunteers who patrol their communities. Citizens do not take enforcement action; they only observe.  Citizen Patrol volunteers do not carry weapons and are encouraged to avoid confrontation.  Citizen Patrol groups have been working in the United States for over 20 years.
Project Contact:  Joe Lazazzera, (410) 669-4060, grlazazzera@verizon.net
Next Reservoir Hill Community Meeting – 6 February – Mayor’s Reps to Attend
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council’s monthly Community Meeting is held at the Riviera Apartments Community Room at 901 Druid Park Lake Drive (enter by Linden Avenue) the first Tuesday of every month. The meeting runs from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm and all are encouraged to attend. The February meeting will include (1) a report on the changes being instituted in how the monthly police report is organized, (2) an update from RHIC staff on the status of traffic safety requests made to the Department of Transportation (DOT) and a discussion with personnel from DOT, and (3) a discussion with representatives from Mayor Dixon’s office who will discuss the goals for the first 100 days of the Dixon administration and how communities and community organizations will have improved access to city departments, personnel, and programs.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Housing Day in Annapolis – 21 February
Housing Day is when housing advocates gather to be briefed on the housing agenda, hear from administrative and legislative leaders and visit their legislators.  This year will be one of the most exciting years for housing proposals in 20 years with a proposal for a Housing Investment Trust Fund and a bill to enable local governments to undertake a variety of local affordable housing initiatives.  Housing Day is an annual event sponsored by the Maryland Affordable Housing Coalition.  The legislative briefing will be held on Wednesday, 21 February from 9:00 am to Noon in the Miler Senate Building in Annapolis, President’s Conference Center East I & II.  For more information, contact Trudy McFall, chair of the Maryland Affordable Housing Coalition Legislative Committee at (410) 269-1222, or by email at Trudy@homesforamerica.org.  If you plan to attend, please also let the RHIC office know so we can have a count of Reservoir Hill residents planning to attend.
Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Money Power Day – 24 February
Have your taxes prepared at no cost, understand your credit report, and get one-on-one advice from financial providers about how to buy a house, save for college, reduce debt and fix credit, and invest for your future.  Money Power Day will be held on Saturday, 24 February from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm at Baltimore Polytechnic Institute, 1400 W. Coldspring Lane.  The event is free and open to the public.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Housing Tour – 14 April
RHIC is partnering with Live Baltimore and Healthy Neighborhoods to present a housing tour in Reservoir Hill on Saturday 14 April.  The tour will feature a mix of renovated homes, for-sale properties, and occupied houses.  Our goals are to market the community to prospective residents, and to encourage future and existing residents to take advantage of low-interest rehabilitation loans and tax credit programs.  Contact RHIC if you want to help out, or if you’d like your property to be considered for the tour.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Greening Reservoir Hill:  2nd Annual Green Day of Reservoir Hill – 22 April
RHIC's 2006 Greening Fair brought out over 100 volunteers from the neighborhood and from other groups outside of Reservoir Hill to work on a dozen green projects.  This year, the Jewish Volunteer Connection is sending over 100 volunteers to work with RHIC and residents for our 2nd Annual Green Day on Sunday, 22 April from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  There are many simple projects that your block club can organize such as weeding and mulching tree wells, putting out large planters in front of homes, planting flowers in public spaces, and cleaning up parks.  Start planning now as some greening projects can require a lot of resources and time to organize.  RHIC is here to help so contact us immediately if you would like to help out with the fair or organize your own project.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Greening Reservoir Hill: Green Week and Ecofestival in Druid Hill Park – 5 May
Baltimore Green Week is a week-long citywide program that organizes community events, hands-on activities, forums, and lectures throughout the city, including Baltimore’s premier green event - EcoFestival. Each event provides information about how a sustainable lifestyle benefits our community and us.  Its purpose is to increase awareness about how local residents can make the Baltimore region cleaner and environmentally safer for all who live and work here.  This year the Ecofestival will held on 5 May all day in Druid Hill Park.  Green Week is 7 – 11 May.  If you are interested in getting involved with Baltimore Green Week, please visit www.BaltimoreGreenWeek.org or email John at campagna@benchmarkam.com.  Also, if you would like to help promote Reservoir Hill at the Ecofestival, please contact RHIC!

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Free Tax Preparation and Earned Income Credit
If you made less than $38,348 in 2006, you may qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) – a credit that will pay some families size and income. Come to a free tax preparation site to see what you qualify for.  Well trained volunteers will prepare and e-file your taxes for free, and assist with questions you may have about ways to put your money to work for you. The closest site to Reservoir Hill is the 4th District Community Action Center at 1133 Pennsylvania Avenue. The center is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, and during evenings and weekends periodically.  For appointments, referral to other sites, and information on what to bring to your tax prep appointment, call (410) 234-8008.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Are You a Renter in Reservoir Hill?
RHIC is organizing tenants to address concerns in apartment buildings and in rowhome apartments, and improve rental housing conditions.  Common concerns that have been reported are unhealthy or unsafe living conditions, landlords attempting to change rules, and lack of follow-through on repairs.  Renters and homeowners complain of the policy of leaving the possessions of evicted tenants on the street.  If you are a tenant and would like to be part of a tenant association, please contact RHIC.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Get Involved in 2007!
Do you know your local block club?  Do you take part in the meetings and activities of that club?  Would you like to volunteer to work with local youth art activities?  Can you tutor students?  Would you like to work on greening projects in Reservoir Hill?  Do you attend the monthly community meetings?  Would you to like to work with RHIC as an advocate for affordable housing, tenant, or greening legislative proposals?  The opportunities to be involved and be an active Baltimore resident are numerous.  Contact the RHIC office to learn more and Get Involved in 2007!
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
RHIC Signs on to Call for Anti-Predatory Lending Legislation
RHIC recently signed on to an initiative organized by the Mortgage Reform Coalition to stop the practice of predatory lending. The coalition includes the Center for Responsible Lending, AARP, AFL-CIO, NAACP, The Consumer Federation of America. Opportunity Finance Network, and several other national groups. The letter is directed to the Financial Services Committee of the U. S. House of Representatives and outlines the principles upon which any national anti-predatory lending legislation should be based to protect the sustainability of homeownership.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Demolition Begins on Linden Tree Houses!

In the December 2006 Community Briefing, we announced that Linden Tree, LLC, an association of households who formed a corporation to purchase and renovate eight vacant houses on Linden Avenue, were to close on the houses in mid-December.  Linden Tree did, in fact, close, and demolition has begun on 2230, 2244, and 2246 Linden Avenue.  Stabilization of all of the houses is the first stage of redevelopment.

Project Contact:  Remington Stone, (410) 952-9268, remstone@yahoo.com
Iron Tree Well Fences Continue Going Up
Another dozen iron fences around tree wells in the southeast quadrant of Reservoir Hill have gone up since the December Community Briefing. The project is now over half completed.

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Low-Interest Loans for Remodeling Your Home
Get a low-interest loan to remodel your home!  Free architectural advice and low-interest rehab loans are available through Healthy Neighborhoods.  Other exceptional loan features are an ability to borrow more than the after-rehab value of the home, as well as no mortgage insurance requirement.  Contact Sara West to learn more, or to take the first step in applying for a Healthy Neighborhoods loan.
Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.

	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


