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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
February 2007
Program Changes


During autumn 2006, RHIC evaluated its housing counseling work. The end result of that evaluation is that we need to better meet the needs of all families in Reservoir Hill.  After speaking with other partner counseling agencies and Baltimore City’s Homeownership Office, a plan to offer financial literacy workshops has been developed.  RHIC will continue with monthly workshops.  However, now, instead of monthly home buyer workshops, the workshop schedule will include homebuyer workshops, credit repair, and money management sessions.  Home Buyer Workshops will be offered quarterly and two workshop series – one on credit repair, and one on money management – will be offered from January to July 2007.  Nearly 500 flyers have been distributed community-wide. A full schedule is available through RHIC.
Next Reservoir Hill Citizens on Patrol Walk – 8 February
The Reservoir Hill Citizens On Patrol team holds walks twice a month.  The next walk will be 
8 February, commencing at 7:00 pm from St. Francis Neighborhood Center at 2405 Linden Avenue. This is a neighborhood group where neighbors look out for neighbors.  Citizens On Patrol members are citizen volunteers who patrol their communities. Citizens do not take enforcement action; they only observe.  Citizen Patrol volunteers do not carry weapons and are encouraged to avoid confrontation.  Citizen Patrol groups have been working in the United States for over 20 years.
Project Contact:  Joe Lazazzera, (410) 669-4060, grlazazzera@verizon.net
Housing Day in Annapolis – 21 February
On Housing Day, housing advocates will gather to be briefed on the housing agenda, hear from administrative and legislative leaders and visit their legislators.  This year will be one of the most exciting years for housing proposals in 20 years with a proposal for a Housing Investment Trust Fund and a bill to enable local governments to undertake a variety of local affordable housing initiatives.  Housing Day is an annual event sponsored by the Maryland Affordable Housing Coalition.  The legislative briefing will be held from 9:00 am to Noon in the Miller Senate Building in Annapolis, President’s Conference Center East I & II.  For more information, contact Trudy McFall, chair of the Maryland Affordable Housing Coalition Legislative Committee at (410) 269-1222, or by email at Trudy@homesforamerica.org.  If you plan to attend, please inform RHIC so we can have a count of Reservoir Hill residents planning to attend.
Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Money Power Day – 24 February
Have your taxes prepared at no cost, understand your credit report, and get one-on-one advice from financial providers about how to buy a house, save for college, reduce debt and fix credit, and invest for your future.  Money Power Day will be held on Saturday, 24 February from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm at Baltimore Polytechnic Institute, 1400 W. Coldspring Lane.  The event is free and open to the public.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Money Management Workshop – 28 February
The first in a three-part series of money management workshops designed to help participants reach their financial goals will be held on Wednesday, 28 February from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. The workshop, Pay Yourself First helps participants create a plan to save money and watch it grow with interest. Workshops are free of charge. Contact Sara West for more information or to register.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Youth As Resources Open House - 28 February
Youth As Resources (YAR) provides grants to organizations working with young people. Everyone is welcome to YAR’s Open House on Wednesday, 28 February at 5:30 pm at 2 East Read Street, 8th Floor.  YAR personnel will discuss YAR’s purpose, its guidelines, and what kind of programs they fund? Please RSVP by 21 February.  To register or get more information contact Julie Reeder.
Project Contact:  Julie Reeder, (410) 576-9551, julier@bcf.org or yargrants@gmail.com
Baltimore City Tree Stewards Program – Starts 5 March
Through classroom training and hands-on practice, Tree Stewards learn the basics of tree biology, planting, maintenance techniques and more.  Upon completion of training, Tree Stewards make a commitment to improve and protect their community forest by participating in the planning, planting, and maintenance of trees in their neighborhoods and parks.  All sessions are free of charge and held at the James McHenry Recreation Center, 911 Hollins Street, Baltimore, MD 21223. Monday sessions are 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. Saturday sessions are outdoor hands-on trainings from 10:00 am - 12:30pm
SCHEDULE:     Monday, March 5, 2007-Tree Basics, Monday, March 12, 2007- Pruning 10; Saturday, March 17, 2007- Prune A Tree; Monday, March 19, 2007- Planting & Soils; Saturday, March 24, 2007- Plant A Tree; Monday, March 26, 2007- Outreach
To sign up for the March 2007 Neighborhood Tree Steward Training or if you have any questions, please contact Jahmilla Wilson.
Project Contact:  Jahmilla Wilson, (410) 396-0729, Jahmilla.Wilson@baltimorecity.gov or.

Credit Repair Workshop – 28 March
RHIC is partnering with Maryland Consumer Rights Coalition to offer a three part workshop series designed to work with participants to repair their credit.  Ideally, participants would register for the entire series and get the help of credit experts in taking the actions needed to improve their credit score.  Attend all three workshops and get a free $15 Safeway gift card.  The first workshop is Wednesday, 28 March from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.  Workshops are free of charge.  Contact Sara West for more information or to register.
Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Housing Tour – 14 April
RHIC is partnering with Live Baltimore and Healthy Neighborhoods to present a housing tour in Reservoir Hill on Saturday 14 April.  The tour will feature a mix of renovated homes, for-sale properties, and occupied houses.  Our goals are to market the community to prospective residents, and to encourage future and existing residents to take advantage of low-interest rehabilitation loans and tax credit programs.  Contact RHIC if you want to help out, or if you’d like your property to be considered for the tour.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Greening Reservoir Hill:  2nd Annual Green Day of Reservoir Hill – 22 April
RHIC's 2006 Greening Fair brought out over 100 volunteers from the neighborhood and from other groups outside of Reservoir Hill to complete a dozen landscaping projects.  This year, the Jewish Volunteer Connection is sending over 100 volunteers to work with RHIC and residents for our 2nd Annual Green Day on Sunday, 22 April from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  There are many simple projects that your block club can organize such as weeding and mulching tree wells, putting out large planters in front of homes, planting flowers in public spaces, and cleaning up parks.  Start planning now as some greening projects can require a lot of resources and time to organize.  RHIC is here to help so contact us immediately if you would like to help out with the fair or organize your own project.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Greening Reservoir Hill: Green Week and Ecofestival in Druid Hill Park – 5 May
Baltimore Green Week is a week-long citywide program that organizes community events, hands-on activities, forums, and lectures throughout the city, including Baltimore’s premier green event - EcoFestival. Each event provides information about how a sustainable lifestyle benefits our community and us.  Its purpose is to increase awareness about how local residents can make the Baltimore region cleaner and environmentally safer for all who live and work here.  This year the Ecofestival will held on 5 May all day in Druid Hill Park.  Green Week is 7 – 11 May.  If you are interested in getting involved with Baltimore Green Week, please visit www.BaltimoreGreenWeek.org or email John at campagna@benchmarkam.com.  Also, if you would like to help promote Reservoir Hill at the Ecofestival, please contact RHIC!

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Free Tax Preparation and Earned Income Credit
If you made less than $38,348 in 2006, you may qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) – a credit that will pay some families size and income. Come to a free tax preparation site to see what you qualify for.  Well trained volunteers will prepare and e-file your taxes for free, and assist with questions you may have about ways to put your money to work for you. The closest site to Reservoir Hill is the 4th District Community Action Center at 1133 Pennsylvania Avenue. The center is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, and during evenings and weekends periodically.  For appointments, referral to other sites, and information on what to bring to your tax prep appointment, call (410) 234-8008.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Public Safety Phone Chain
Some residents are starting a phone chain among themselves when they see suspicious things going on in the neighborhood. The idea is that by sharing these unusual activities we alert our neighbors as to where they should be extra watchful. If we see these things going on regularly and more than a few people are aware of them we create a kind of a neighborhood watch for that “hot spot,” and we can call the police attention to that location. Central District Police Department is instituting a neighborhood policing initiative, where Major Palmere has instructed his staff to get out of their cruisers and walk around areas of the neighborhood, periodically. By residents calling attention to hot spots, the police will know where they should pay closer attention. Also, Citizens On Patrol (C.O.P.) will know where to concentrate their bi-weekly neighborhood walks.

Project Contact:  Joe Lazazzera, (410) 669-4060, grlazazzera@verizon.net
Block Watch Numbers
Sgt. Hess has informed us he cannot set aside “blocks” of crime watch (commonly called block watch) numbers for us to distribute as they are requested. So, if you want a block-watch number call Sgt. Hess with your name, address, and phone number and he will make sure you will get one. Sgt. Hess can be contacted at 410-396-2411 or via email at charles.hess@baltimorepolice.org
Project Contact:  Joe Lazazzera, (410) 669-4060, grlazazzera@verizon.net
Are You a Renter in Reservoir Hill?
RHIC is organizing tenants to address concerns in apartment buildings and in rowhome apartments, and improve rental housing conditions.  Common concerns that have been reported are unhealthy or unsafe living conditions, landlords not complying with lease agreements, and lack of follow-through on repairs.  Renters and homeowners complain of the policy of leaving the possessions of evicted tenants on the street.  If you are a tenant and would like to be part of a association, please contact RHIC.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
RHIC Works to Improve Project SCOPE

RHIC recently learned that the SCOPE homeownership contract addendum did not require owner occupancy for more than 18 months, unless the purchaser utilized city down payment assistance (which few borrowers did).  Upon learning that even some experienced real estate agents were not aware of the conditions of the addendum, RHIC lobbied Baltimore Housing to modify the terms of the contract.  Plans are now underway to lengthen the homeownership requirement for SCOPE buyers.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Taking Action: Inclusionary Housing Campaign
Over the next weeks, the campaign to pass Baltimore’s first law requiring the inclusion of affordable housing units in all major developments receiving public support, and fully funding an Affordable Housing Trust Fund, will be picking up steam.  Watch for action alerts asking RHIC supporters to send letters of support to City Council representatives.  As the campaign moves into high gear, RHIC encourages everyone to familiarize themselves with the recommendations of the City’s Task Force on Inclusionary Housing. Use the following link to view the report:

http://www.baltimorecitycouncil.com/Baltimore%20City%20Task%20Force%20on%20Inclusionary%20Housing%20Final%20Report%20July%202006.pdf
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Get Involved in 2007!
Do you know your local block club?  Do you take part in the meetings and activities of that club?  Would you like to volunteer to work with local youth art activities?  Can you tutor students?  Would you like to work on greening projects in Reservoir Hill?  Do you attend the monthly community meetings?  Would you to like to work with RHIC as an advocate for affordable housing, tenant, or greening legislative proposals?  The opportunities to be involved and be an active Baltimore resident are numerous.  Contact the RHIC office to learn more and Get Involved in 2007!
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Judy Center Collecting Empty Ink Cartridges

The Judy Center at John Eager Howard is collecting empty ink cartridges from printers and copiers. The cartridges will be sent to Staples and redeemed for credit. Please donate your old ink cartridges to the Judy Center in room 107 at John Eager Howard Elementary School. If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact the Judy Center at (410) 361-9785.

Project Contact:  Christina Escobar, (410) 225-7547, christescobar@yahoo.com
Call for Donations for John Eager Howard Sister-School in Liberia

John Eager Howard is collecting donations to send to its sister school in Bong County, Liberia. They are asking for uniform style clothing in good condition, school supplies, books, and non-perishable food items. There will be donation boxes at both entrances of the school to collect the materials. If you have any questions about the donation drive, please contact Dr. Joseph Woah-Tee at (410) 396-0837.

Project Contact:  Christina Escobar, (410) 225-7547, christescobar@yahoo.com
The State of Working Maryland 
In conjunction with the Economic Policy Institute, which annually publishes the highly respected, State of Working America, the Maryland Budget & Tax Policy Institute has prepared, for the first time, The State of Working Maryland.  The intent of this report is to create a realistic picture of the hurdles faced by working families in Maryland. A fundamental issue presented by the report is that the income gap in Maryland between top earners and everyone else continues to widen. To review the report online click on the following link:  http://www.marylandpolicy.org/documents/SWM_2006_000.pdf
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Healthy Neighborhoods – Low-Interest Loans for Remodeling Your Home
Get a low-interest loan to remodel your home!  Free architectural advice and low-interest rehab loans are available through Healthy Neighborhoods.  Other exceptional loan features are an ability to borrow more than the after-rehab value of the home, as well as no mortgage insurance requirement.  Contact Sara West to learn more, or to take the first step in applying for a Healthy Neighborhoods loan.
Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
How’s the Parking in Reservoir Hill?
Some residents have expressed concern that the parking situation is Reservoir Hill is becoming more crowded, and are interested in developing a parking plan for the neighborhood that would involve parking permits.  The situation differs from section to section of Reservoir Hill, and even from street – to street. Therefore, a parking plan would have to address the needs of each street. If you have opinions about the parking situation or would like to be involved in this discussion, please contact Richard Pazornik.

Project Contact:  Richard Pazornik, (443) 600-1282, richbpaz@aol.com
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.

	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


