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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
August 2007
Ride Around the Reservoir Continues – June through September
As most of our friends know, 32 bikes were stolen from the Department of Parks & Recreation, which put a halt on the Ride Around the Reservoir program.  Good news! 25 of the bikes were recovered and the rides continue. However, several are still in need of repair.  Anne Draddy is seeking volunteers to help with the repair. If you are handy with bikes, please call Anne.  In the meantime, the rides around Druid Park Lake are back on!  You can rent a bike for $2.  Rides take place each Wednesday, June through September from noon to 1 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Guided tours of Druid Hill Park begin at 6:30 p.m.  Additionally, three exercise stations have been positioned around the lake and are getting rave reviews by area residents.  
Project Contact:  Anne Draddy, (410) 396-0730, Anne.Draddy@baltimorecity.gov
11th District Candidates Night in Reservoir Hill – 8 August
Come meet the candidates for the 11th District City Council seat.  The 11th District has a harvest of wonderful people standing for the office.  The meeting format will allow small groups to speak with each candidate, as well hear from the candidates as a full group. Come and get to know them all! The gathering will be hosted by Beth Am Synagogue’s Social Action Committee on Wednesday, 8 August, 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm at Beth Am Synagogue, 2501 Eutaw Place. Please enter by Chauncey Avenue.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Living Wage Victory BBQ – 12 August
Progressive Maryland will host a “Living Wage Victory BBQ” on Sunday, 12 August from 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm in Blob’s Park, 8024 Blob’s Park Road in Jessup, Maryland.  Everyone is invited for a family barbecue with a German flavor: $15 includes all your food and beer (plus vegetarian options), live music, a raffle, games and lots of fun for kids. Blob’s is famous for its Bavarian Beer Garden setting, tasty German dishes, and live food. The sponsors of the successful Living Wage Bill, Delegates Taylor and Hucker, will address the gathering.  Tickets can be purchase online at www.progressivemaryland.org   If needed, call Progressive Maryland for reduced price admission.
Project Contact:  Sherry, (301) 495-7004
Clean Streets Bill Vote – 13 August
The evictions reform bill, known as the Clean Streets Bill, is moving to a third reader and vote on 13 August at City Hall.  If passed, the bill will eliminate the practice of landlords of dumping the possessions of an evicted tenant in public areas for the City to clean up.  Hopefully, this will end an unsightly, unsanitary, and unfair practice for which taxpayers have had to foot the bill. The proposed law will also create a much more fair process for evictions by requiring two weeks notice of the precise date of eviction to the tenants.  With the Citizen's Planning and Housing Association and Public Justice Center leading the way, the proposed bill has received City-wide support from many city residents and community groups, such as neighborhood associations and the Community Law Center.  Several Reservoir Hill residents testified in favor of the bill at the last hearing. Several landlords and the Baltimore Board of Realtors also supported the proposed bill.  Please watch for RHIC Action Alerts and help us get this bill passed! 
 
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
St. Francis Neighborhood Center Community Hour – 20 August
St. Francis Neighborhood Center will create a safe place where Reservoir Hill residents can have open discussion on the challenges that they encounter in politics/religion/ social environment.  These monthly informal discussions will take place every third Monday from 7pm- 8pm at the St. Francis Neighborhood Center, 2405 Linden Avenue Baltimore, MD 21217 (Corner of Linden Avenue & Whitelock Street).  Residents will take active roles in planning and leading community initiatives, topics and projects that will support Reservoir Hill.

Project Contact:  Sarah Taylor, (410) 669-2612, staylo@mac.com
Community Meeting – Meet Candidates for the RHIC Board – 4 September
The September Community Meeting will feature discussions with the individuals who are standing for the RHIC Board of Directors, to be elected at the Annual Meeting on 23 October.  Please attend and get to know the people stepping forward for leadership roles in your community. The meeting will be held from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm on Tuesday, 4 September.  We are planning the meeting for the usual site at the Riviera Community Room, 901 Druid Park Lake Drive.  However, the room is still damaged by water. If the repairs are not completed, we will announce an alternative location.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Unity Day: A Community Fun Day For All Residents – 15 September
New Harvest Deliverance Ministries is sponsoring “Unity Day” on Saturday, 15 September to bring community residents, youth, and families together for food and fun.  The block party will be held on the 700 block of Whitelock Street. Another primary goal of the New Harvest is to bring together other religious institutions in the neighborhood to participate in the event.  There will be face painters, a moon bounce, food, activities, and music.  RHIC will be part of this effort and we encourage individuals and groups to participate in the planning and implementation of Unity Day.  For more information or to participate, please contact Taunja Smith.  

Project Contact:  Taunja Smith, (443) 768-1032, plentifulharvest@yahoo.com 
RHIC Annual Meeting – Hold the Date! 23 October
RHIC’s Annual Meeting will be on 23 October.  We are returning to the Maryland Zoo Mansion House, and are preparing another gala event. Please plan to attend.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Update on Druid Park Lake Drive Vacant Lots
There is still no firm plan for a development on the vacant lots on Druid Park Lake Drive, but there are some new developments.  As our readers probably know, the development project selected by the City through it’s RFP process over two years ago stalled this Spring when it came to light that the agreement with the U. S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) that transferred site control of the lots to the City of Baltimore contained clauses meant to ensure long-term affordability (Affordability Rider) for projects built on the site, and a financial return to HUD (Equity Participation Rider). The lots were transferred for $10 with the understanding that a financial return would occur from any development project on the sites.  The restrictions these clauses placed on development threw the selected project by CIMG into question. Recently, HUD clarifications regarding the agreement confirmed that proceeds from the sale of units will revert back to HUD. This restriction takes away any incentive from the developer to build homeownership units.  Baltimore’s Department of Housing & Community Development’s Legal Department is reviewing the HUD clarifications.  Should the HUD clarification stand, as is likely, HCD will may ask for a variance or a waiver of the Equity Participation Rider.  In the likelihood that such a request is denied, RHIC plans to host a public meeting in September to explore alternatives.  
Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
Greening Reservoir Hill:  John Eager Howard Park Renovations Complete
The upgrading of the John Eager Howard Park adjacent to the school funded by Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc. is now complete.  Trees that were in bad shape were cut down, brush removed, and old pipe railings removed. The chain link fence bordering the retaining wall on Brookfield Avenue was removed and replaced. There’s more work to be done in t he future, but the project has made a big difference in the appearance of the park.

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 

Greening Reservoir Hill:  Restoration of 827-829 Whitelock Street

The 30 teens from SPARK/Jewish Funds for Justice nearly completed the restoration of this vacant lot over a 2 week period.  Oren Hackett has stepped up as a leader on this block and worked closely with RHIC and the teens.  He also brought other residents and his family members out to work by the teens.  On 3 workdays, the volunteers filled up a City roll-off with weeds, small trees, brush, trash and dumped materials, and rocks.  Compost was mixed into the existing soil to cultivate the lot for growing grass.  Euonymous shrubs were planted along the sides of the lot towards the alley and a wood retaining wall was built at the front showcasing 20 colorful rosebushes.  The City also provided tree removal services that significantly contributed to the restoration.  The lot still needs some work and we’ll be out there on Tuesday from 12:30pm-3:30pm to continue the restoration.  Please come out and participate in Greening Reservoir Hill!

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Whitelock Corridor Update
The vacant lots that cover what was historically the heart of Reservoir Hill have been the subject of community planning for years.  In response to what it saw as an inadequate RFP for development of the sites, RHIC designed plans for two studies to shape a community tool that could guide development of these sites – a market study and a designs specifications plan.  These were expensive studies and fundraising has been going on for months.  Over the last month, a contract was signed with the State of Maryland’s Business Works program for $25,000, and Baltimore’s Department of Housing & Community Development confirmed $25,000 for the 2007 – 2008 year through Community Development Block Grant.  To view the results of community input and RHIC comments on the original 2005 RFP, go to RHIC’s website at http://www.reservoirhill.net/publications/RHICpubs.html  It’s been a long road, but RHIC anticipates that contractors will start working on the studies in October.

Project Contact:  John Ruffin, (410) 225-7547, jruffin@reservoirhill.net
What’s Happening with the Nevaeh Condos?
Nevaeh Condominiums on the 2400 block of Callow Avenue was the project that re-developed a set of long vacant apartments.  However, the condos are not selling.  To preempt developers from choosing less than desirable uses for these properties, RHIC has entered into an agreement with Nevaeh Condominiums to identify prospective tenants or buyers.  The re-development of the property at 2419, 2423, 2443 and 2445 Callow Avenue was completed in early spring 2007 and features high end amenities. Unable to sell the condos, the owners have developed a creative lease with a purchase option.  RHIC is targeting John Hopkins medical interns as being ideally suited for this housing.  The three year commitment to this area that in-training doctors have along with the homeownership potential makes this a win-win for both parties.  Nevaeh owners, Triad Marketing believes that RHIC has the on the ground contacts and local knowledge to develop this short term partnership into future joint ventures that ultimately resulting in a stabile and more productive community.  Negotiations are underway at his time.

Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
Planning for Overhaul of the Reservoir Street Park to Get Underway this Autumn
The park that extends between Reservoir Street and Lennox Street has known good times and bad.  Reservoir Hill Mutual Homes has long assumed responsibilities for keeping the park clean, and has hosted events such as National Night Out in the Park.  With some renovations on the park led by RHIC and the increased use of the park through Mutual Homes events, the use of the park by drug dealers has been eroded. Residents have long wanted the park to be re-developed to make it more usable children and a pleasant spot in the neighborhood.  RHIC had worked with a group of residents and the Neighborhood Design Center to produce a plan for the re-design of the park, and began advocating for its rehab.  In early 2006, Department of Recreation & Parks declined funds to match monies raised by RHIC for a modest re-design of the park, but later in Autumn 2006, Recreation & Parks approached RHIC with the idea of a complete overhaul of the park for fiscal year 2008.  $250,000 was allocated in the City’s 2008 budget, and planning can finally get underway.  Recreation & parks indicates that planning will begin this autumn, with an RFP expected in the winter early in 2008.  Groundbreaking is expected in the summer of 2008.

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Newington Avenue Neighbors Association’s (NANA) Clean and Green Activities
Under the leadership of Gerry Okwesa, NANA is planning several activities as part of a larger campaign to make Newington Avenue cleaner, greener safer.  RHIC will be assisting with these projects which include organizing clean-ups, monitoring illegal dumping, working with the landlords, and beautifying the pathway by mulching the tree pits and planting new plants and trees.  Also, the colorful crepe myrtle trees that we planted on the vacant lot at 730 Newington Ave. will be enhanced with new perennials that will be planted in the open spaces.  Most importantly, NANA residents are RHIC are organizing a door-to-door campaign to educate residents on the sanitation code.  The door-knocking campaign last year on Newington Avenue proved to be very effective in changing people’s behavior about sanitation.  However, consistent and strategic action is needed to make sustainable progress.  If you are interested in implementing similar activities on your block, RHIC is willing to assist!

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 

RHIC Website – The Candidates Respond
RHIC’s project, Where Do You Stand? presents a question on a key issue every couple of weeks to the candidates running for the 11th District City Council seat, for Mayor, and for City Council President. The responses are posted to the website. Check the Home Page of the website for The Candidates Respond:  www.reservoirhill.net
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Accessible Homes for Seniors

Help is available for seniors who wish to remain in their homes.  The State of Maryland is offering zero percent interest, deferred loans for senior homeowners.  The program is specifically designed to improve the accessibility of the home – for everything from wheelchair ramps to grab bars in the bathroom.  Contact the Baltimore Commission on Aging and Retirement Education (CARE) for more information, or to apply, contact Thelma Winn.  Learn more at http://www.dhcd.state.md.us/Website/programs/ahsp/ahsp.aspx.  

Project Contact:  Thelma Winn, (410) 396-2273, Thelma.Winn@baltimorecity.gov 
Healthy Neighborhoods – Low-Interest Loans for Remodeling Your Home
Get a low-interest loan to remodel your home!  Free architectural advice and low-interest rehab loans are available through Healthy Neighborhoods.  Other exceptional loan features are an ability to borrow more than the after-rehab value of the home, as well as no mortgage insurance requirement.  Contact Sara West to learn more, or to take the first step in applying for a Healthy Neighborhoods loan.
Project Contact:  Carl Cleary, (410) 225-7547, ccleary@reservoirhill.net
Use This Link to Make a Donation to RHIC Online! Thank You!
http://www.reservoirhill.net/donate.htm
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.
	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


