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View From the Hill

Reservoir Hill . . . A Community Blooming with Opportunity!

	Reservoir Hill Improvement Council, 2001 Park Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21217; Tel: (410) 225-7547; Fax: (410) 225-7455; www.reservoirhill.net


Community Briefing
April 2007

Next Reservoir Hill Citizens on Patrol Walk – 5 April

The Reservoir Hill Citizens On Patrol team holds walks twice a month.  The next walk will be 

5 April, commencing at 7:00 pm from St. Francis Neighborhood Center at 2405 Linden Avenue. This is a neighborhood group where neighbors look out for neighbors.  Citizens On Patrol members are citizen volunteers who patrol their communities. Citizens do not take enforcement action; they only observe.  Citizen Patrol volunteers do not carry weapons and are encouraged to avoid confrontation.  Citizen Patrol groups have been working in the United States for over 20 years.
Project Contact:  Joe Lazazzera, (410) 669-4060, grlazazzera@verizon.net
Housing Tour 2007 – 14 & 15 April
Plans for the Housing Tour on April 14 and 15 are well underway!  RHIC, in partnership with Live Baltimore and Healthy Neighborhoods, expects to attract about 150 potential homebuyers to the community to view houses for sale and other unique and interesting properties in Reservoir Hill.  Volunteers are needed to welcome visitors, pass out materials, and provide information to attendees.  Contact Sara West to volunteer, or to have your home featured on the tour. Volunteers are needed. See the separate announcement in this Community Briefing.
Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Behind the Scenes Tour of Historic Druid Hill Park – 17 April

Please join us for a Behind the Scenes Tour of historic Druid Hill Park hosted by the Baltimore City Department of Recreation and Parks.  Druid Hill Park is full of historic structures, statues, and even historic trees!  As one of the oldest large parks in the city, Druid Hill contains some fantastic hidden treasures:  the Three Sisters Ponds (historic ponds north of the Zoo that deteriorated and are now being restored), the 1950s Negro Swimming Pool, many historic pavilions, and the reservoir and fountain.  As for trees, the park boasts the oldest memorial grove in the country.  Please join Anne Draddy, a park expert, on a tour of the park, its history, and the plans for its revitalization. This is a van tour, with limited walking.  Space is limited to 30 people.  The tour will be from 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm on Tuesday, 17 April. Meet at the Recreation and Parks Headquarters at 3001 East Drive (across from tennis courts and beside the pool).  Park on the street in front of the building. The cost is $15 and includes a wine reception. To register, please send an email to the address below with your name, phone number, and email address.  Confirmations will be sent by email, and payment will be due upon confirmation.  For additional information and questions, call Baltimore Heritage at 410-332-9992.
Project Contact:  Johns Hopkins, 410.332.9992; Hopkins@baltimoreheritage.org
Baltimore Architecture Foundation – Spring Forum Series 2007 – 18 April
The Baltimore Architecture Foundation is presenting a series of lunchtime forums this spring.  On 18 April, Jody Landers & Michael Sarbanes will present different sides of the issue of affordable housing and inclusionary housing legislation in Baltimore.  All Forum sessions are free and at noon in the Berman Auditorium of the Hopkins Downtown Center, Charles and Fayette Streets. Guests are welcome to bring a lunch.  Contact Joe Clarke for more information.  For the full schedule, visit www.baltimorearchitecture.org.

Project Contact:  Joe Clarke, (410) 962-0241
Greening Reservoir Hill:  2nd Annual Green Day of Reservoir Hill – 22 April
RHIC's 2006 Greening Fair brought out over 100 volunteers from the neighborhood and from other groups outside of Reservoir Hill to complete a dozen landscaping projects.  This year, the Jewish Volunteer Connection is sending over 100 volunteers to work with RHIC and residents for our 2nd Annual Green Day on Sunday, 22 April from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  There are many simple projects that your block club can organize such as weeding and mulching tree wells, putting out large planters in front of homes, planting flowers in public spaces, and cleaning up parks.  Start planning now as some greening projects can require a lot of resources and time to organize.  RHIC is here to help so contact us immediately if you would like to help out with the fair or organize your own project.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Bird Walk in Druid Hill Park – 29 April

Join the Baltimore Bird club on a Bird Walk through Druid Hill Park on Sunday, 29 April at 8:00 am.  Just about anything could show up in this large, urban park with varied habitats. Take the Druid Hill Park exit off I-83, which puts you onto Druid Park Lake Drive. Turn right into the main park entrance on Swan Drive and park on road margins at the northwest corner of the lake. All are welcome. 

Project Contact:  Bryce Butler, 410.728.0646, capitano.bryce[image: image2.png]


@verizon.net
Greening Reservoir Hill: Green Week and Ecofestival in Druid Hill Park – 5 May
Baltimore Green Week is a week-long citywide program that organizes community events, hands-on activities, forums, and lectures throughout the city, including Baltimore’s premier green event - EcoFestival. Each event provides information about how a sustainable lifestyle benefits our community and us.  Its purpose is to increase awareness about how local residents can make the Baltimore region cleaner and environmentally safer for all who live and work here.  This year the Ecofestival will held on 5 May all day in Druid Hill Park.  Green Week is 7 – 11 May.  If you are interested in getting involved with Baltimore Green Week, please visit www.BaltimoreGreenWeek.org or email John at campagna@benchmarkam.com.  Also, if you would like to help promote Reservoir Hill at the Ecofestival, please contact RHIC!

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Closing in to Garden Tour Time! – 9 & 10 June 2007
Twenty six Gardens and sixteen homes in Historic Reservoir Hill will be open to the public on Saturday, 9 June and Sunday, 10 June as part of the 13th Annual Garden and Home Tour.  This celebration of modern urban living, sponsored by the Bolton-Park Neighbors and Historic Mount Royal Terrace of Reservoir Hill, showcases the very best city life has to offer. Much of Reservoir Hill was built in the 1890’s, and the area still contains numerous Victorian architectural treasures.  An historic residential neighborhood adjacent to Druid Hill Park, Reservoir Hill has been featured in publications such as Victorian Homes and Baltimore Magazine.  The distinctive homes and gardens on the tour reflect the very best of the old and new urban lifestyles, ranging from the traditional to the whimsical.  Tours are from 11 am to 4:00 pm on 9 June and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm on 10 June. Tickets are $10, including complimentary refreshments and live acoustic music, and can be purchased the day of the tour at the corner of Park Avenue and Reservoir Street and at www.livebaltimore.com.
Project Contact:  Dave Horn, 410.902.8252, dwhornii@aol.com

Help Prevent Foreclosures
From 2000 to 2005, more than 25,000 mortgage foreclosures were filed in Baltimore.  While Reservoir Hill was not hit as hard as many Baltimore communities, the danger of foreclosure is still present, and represents a threat to homeowners, their neighbors, and the community as a whole.  A recent study by The Reinvestment Fund suggests that the total loss of value to due to mortgage foreclosures in Baltimore is nearly $1.8 billion.  The Baltimore Homeownership Preservation Coalition has launched an initiative to help homeowners in trouble.  Those unable to pay their mortgages are encouraged to call 311 to get access to free counseling from HUD-approved nonprofit organizations, and help with developing a plan to work out their financial difficulties.  The Coalition has developed a flier RHIC recently distributed through its email network asking for help in distributing additional flyers through block clubs, churches, or even friends and family.  RHIC sent a copy of the flier home with every student from John Eager Howard Elementary School.  If you can assist in distribution of the flier, please contact Sara West, who can provide you with multiple copies of the flyer.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Reservoir Hill Mutual Homes Opens a Yahoo Group

The Reservoir Hill Mutual Homes, located in the 2100 blocks of Callow and Brookfield, have launched a Yahoo group, or listserve, for residents and other interested parties.  The listserve will allow members to communicate easily about matters important to Mutual Homes residents.  Three polls have already been posted for member response.  If you live in the Mutual Homes, join the listserve and let your voice be heard!  Visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/reservoirhillmutualhomes/ to join the group.  

Project Contact:  Akilah Jackson, reservoirhillmutualhomes@yahoo.com
Darryl Smith Sits on City Working Group on Handling of Eviction Possessions
A working group was called together by City Solicitor George Nilson on behalf of the Mayor’s office to discuss the particulars of a solution to the problem of dealing with the handling and disposal of the personal property possessions of tenants evicted from their rented homes.  City legislation promoted by the Rental Housing Coalition to address this issue is expected to be presented in the next weeks.  With significant complaints from both Reservoir Hill homeowners and renters as to the disposal of eviction possessions on public streets, RHIC has been working with the Rental Housing Coalition on the pending legislation. The initial communication indicated that the Mayor’s office is interested in supporting a solution.  Darryl Smith, RHIC Board Vice-President, has a seat on the working group. To the best of our knowledge, only one other community organization is seated on the working group, that being Sharp-Leadenhall Planning Committee.  The working group will meet twice in early April.
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Tenants and Property Owners:  Support the Clean Streets Bill!
RHIC has over the years received consistent complaints from homeowners and renters about the disposal of tenants’ belongings on the streets following an eviction. Now we have the chance to do something about it.   More than 7,000 times each year, tenant belongings are dumped on the street following an eviction.  The “chattel” stays on the street for nearly 3 days before DPW trucks pick it up at a cost to taxpayers of about $750,000 per year.  In response to this problem, a City-wide campaign is working to pass the Clean Streets Bill which states that:  (1) The landlord would give the tenant notice of the scheduled date of the eviction, making it more likely tenants would remove their belongings beforehand. (2)  If the tenant doesn't claim and remove the property on eviction, the landlord would then hold the belongings for seven days, either in the rental property or elsewhere at the landlord's discretion.  (3)  If the property is unclaimed after that seven-day period, it would be officially abandoned, and the landlord would dispose of it lawfully.  It would never be placed on neighborhood streets. 
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Resources Available to End Lead Poisoning

The Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning attended RHIC’s March community meeting and provided a thorough presentation on the dangers of lead, current policy and legislation regarding lead paint, and the resources available for property owners to reduce lead hazards in their homes.  Grants and loans, as well as a host of information, are available through the Coalition.  Visit www.leadsafe.org to learn more.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Taking Action: Inclusionary Housing Campaign
The campaign to pass Inclusionary Housing Bill 06-0558 is in full swing.  This will be Baltimore’s first law requiring the inclusion of affordable housing units in all major developments receiving public support and fully funding an Inclusive Housing Trust Fund.  If you have not already responded to RHIC’s action alerts asking RHIC supporters to send letters of support to City Council representatives, please call our office and get a copy of the alert.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
O’Malley Budget Funds School Facilities and Program Open Space
There is still a ways to go in the General Assembly, but Governor O’Malley’s budget as it stands dedicates $400 million to school facilities, and funds Program Open Space at $273 million. Both of these are great advances.  Please watch for RHIC action alerts requesting letters and calls to support budget allocations and legislative measures. Your voice makes a big difference.
Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Reservoir Hill Residents Visit Annapolis

On Monday, 26 March, a contingent of Reservoir Hill residents paid a visit to Senator Catherine Pugh and other elected officials in Annapolis.  Senator Pugh hosted citizens from the 40th district and welcomed Tami Anderson, Velma Bailey, Robin Boston & her son, Dorothy Peace, Harold & Helen Walker, and Georgia Winder.  Residents mingled with other folks from the 40th district, heard remarks from Senator Pugh and Delegate Shawn Tarrant, and were greeted by Mayor Martin O’Malley.  The group was also recognized from the Senate floor.  During the visit, they were able to voice concerns and raise questions about happenings in the 40th District.

Project Contact:  Richard Gwynallen, (410) 225-7547, rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Volunteers Needed for Housing Tour 2007

RHIC is presenting a Housing Tour on 14 and 15 April is looking for a few good volunteers to help welcome visitors to the community, hand out materials, and answer questions about the neighborhood.  Shifts are just 2½ hours long, and lunch is provided.  Specifically, volunteers are needed to staff the event tents, where visitors will pick up information about the tour, and to serve as ambassadors, who will walk the neighborhood in teams of two, greeting visitors and answering questions as needed.  Please contact Sara West if you can volunteer on Saturday April 14.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Employment Service Fair a Success!
On 31 March, over 50 residents came out to RHIC's first Employment Service Fair at John Eager Howard Elementary School.  The purpose of the fair was to promote the awareness of employment programs to unemployed and underemployed residents.  Among the 11 providers were the Department of Rehabilitative Services (DORS), Mayor's Office of Employment and Development, Job Opportunities Task Force, and the Maryland Department of Labor.  Collectively, these services address the full range of challenges faced by workers: being underpaid, unable to advance, in need of healthcare, setting a career path, and dealing with having a substance abuse problem or criminal record.   During the event, residents engaged in conversation with staff and perused the extensive literature and applications proved by these organizations.  Lunch, sponsored by Rev. Tom Composto and Eric Slyder, was accompanied with presentations about the challenges to gaining employment and action one could take to overcome these obstacles.  Workforce development is crucial for the economic growth of Reservoir Hill and Baltimore City.  RHIC is planning to continue bringing these needed resources into the community and engaging residents to address employment matters.  Please contact us if you are interested in being part of this important effort.
 

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Homesharing Through St. Ambrose

Are you tired of living alone? Or, are you someone who is looking for affordable housing and would enjoy the company of other people?  Would you enjoy the comfort of a home rather than an apartment?  If you answered "yes" to one of the above questions, St. Ambrose Homesharing may be the answer for you!  The program connects homeowners and renters, and screen and check references of all applicants to tailor each match accordingly. St. Ambrose Homesharing has already made over 1,060 matches in 17 years! For more information, call Annette Leahy Brennan.
Project Contact:  Annette Leahy Brennan, (410) 366-6180, Annetteb@stambros.org 
Improvements Coming to John Eager Howard Park
Healthy Neighborhoods, Inc. (HNI) has approved a proposal to enhance the park located adjacent to John Eager Howard Elementary School.  RHIC has been awarded $25,000 to replace most of the perimeter fencing that borders Linden Avenue, Ducatel Street, and Brookfield Avenue (not including the basketball court fencing).  The 4' section of fencing that borders Linden Avenue and Ducatel Street will be replaced with decorative metal fencing.  The old pipe railings and several unsightly cedar trees will be removed to create better visibility.  The metal railings at the entrances of the park will be scraped and painted.  Work is intended to begin in May 2007.  Parks need people to keep them clean and beautiful, so please contact us if you would like to get involved.

Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net 
Free Tax Preparation and Earned Income Credit
If you made less than $38,348 in 2006, you may qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) – a credit that will pay some families size and income. Come to a free tax preparation site to see what you qualify for.  Well trained volunteers will prepare and e-file your taxes for free, and assist with questions you may have about ways to put your money to work for you. The closest site to Reservoir Hill is the 4th District Community Action Center at 1133 Pennsylvania Avenue. The center is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, and during evenings and weekends periodically.  For appointments, referral to other sites, and information on what to bring to your tax prep appointment, call (410) 234-8008.

Project Contact:  Sara West, (410) 225-7547, swest@reservoirhill.net
Baltimore City Delegates Approve Baltimore City Inclusionary Housing Tax Credit 

Baltimore City delegates in the General Assembly approved a PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) that developers can use to offset the cost of affordable, inclusionary units in quality, mixed-income rental developments. This is an important step forward in ensuring that the City has the right cost-offsets in place to make affordability possible where private development is taking place in the City. The bill requires that at least 10% of the development’s total units be affordable to a household earning between 0% and 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI).  This brings us to the next step in the process – passing the bill in the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee before it goes to the floor of the General Assembly. 

Project Contact:  Bibi Hidalgo, (410) 539-1369, ext.111, bibih@cphabaltimore.org
Judy Center Collecting Empty Ink Cartridges

The Judy Center at John Eager Howard is collecting empty ink cartridges from printers and copiers. The cartridges will be sent to Staples and redeemed for credit. Please donate your old ink cartridges to the Judy Center in room 107 at John Eager Howard Elementary School. If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact the Judy Center at 410.361.9785.

Project Contact:  Christina Escobar, (410) 225-7547, christescobar@yahoo.com
Are You a Renter in Reservoir Hill?
RHIC is organizing tenants to address concerns in apartment buildings and in rowhome apartments, and improve rental housing conditions.  Common concerns that have been reported are unhealthy or unsafe living conditions, landlords not complying with lease agreements, and lack of follow-through on repairs.  Renters and homeowners complain of the policy of leaving the possessions of evicted tenants on the street.  If you are a tenant and would like to be part of a association, please contact RHIC.
Project Contact:  Frank Patinella, (410) 225-7547, fpatinella@reservoirhill.net
Call for Donations for John Eager Howard Sister-School in Liberia

John Eager Howard is collecting donations to send to its sister school in Bong County, Liberia. They need uniform style clothing in good condition, school supplies, books, and non-perishable food items. There will be donation boxes at both entrances of the school to collect the materials. If you have any questions about the donation drive, please contact Dr. Joseph Woah-Tee at 410.396.0837.

Project Contact:  Christina Escobar, (410) 225-7547, christescobar@yahoo.com
Any questions relative to the policies or programs of RHIC should be directed to
Executive Director John Henry Ruffin at 410.225.7547, or by email to jruffin@reservoirhill.net.
	Mission
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) unites residents and organizations as a vehicle by which to define and solve problems common to the Reservoir Hill community. 
Goal
To revitalize the physical and human infrastructure of Reservoir Hill without resulting in full-scale gentrification and significant displacement, including rehabilitation of deteriorating buildings; alleviating poverty and its attendant problems, including, sanitation, public safety, education, low homeownership, and unemployment; and making the organized, informed voice of residents influential and effective.

Strategy
As an umbrella organization, the foundation of RHIC’s approach is to aggregate the power of local associations and institutions through a community-wide infrastructure for educating residents, training leaders, promoting mutual support among community associations, developing common perspectives and strategy, and implementing collective projects and campaigns.  The underlying principles of this strategic approach are that organized people and economic development lead to community empowerment; empowerment achieved as a result of networking, combining talents and resources, and wielding the power of an educated, united citizenry in a program grounded in economic and social equity.  


