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I applaud Eric Siegel’s Urban Chronicles article of October 19th 2006 which correctly echoes our community’s frustrations and concerns with the failure of many buyers of Project Scope properties to complete their renovations in Reservoir Hill in a timely manner.  
However, the article may have left some readers with the impression that our neighborhood’s renaissance has stalled and it is a community filled with crime and trash.  To the contrary, in addition to the Scope properties there are over one-hundred private investor/homeowner renovations in progress in Reservoir Hill.  There is hardly a single block where there isn’t some renovation or rehab being performed.  While there are small pockets within the neighborhoods where there are problems (drugs and trash) as cited on Newington Ave, those conditions should not be used to typify Reservoir Hill.   If you look across Reservoir Hill you see other things.  You see community gardens.  You will see parks and vacant lots being cleaned-up. You see houses once vacant and deteriorated being occupied.
Reservoir Hill shares the same problems of many city communities, where much of the land fell into hands of absentee landowners and the neighborhoods suffered from decades       of disinvestment by both private landowners and the city.  The crime, trash and dilapidated buildings you see in many once strong and vibrant neighborhoods are the result of those of policies. 
I have lived in Reservoir since 1958 and witnessed several abortive neighborhood revitalizations.  However, this latest revitalization has given me renewed hope.  The reason change has happened is because residents organized to make sure that it happened.  Some we did on our own, restoring yards and lots, cleaning alleys. But we also pressed the City to take action and bring more resources to our community.  It has been a long hard road and we are not there yet, as evidenced by Newington.  I hope that future articles do not just depict the problems and negatives but offer a balance, with some positives, acknowledging how far we’ve come.
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Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) appreciated Eric Siegel’s Urban Chronicles 19 October article on Project SCOPE (Selling City-Owned Properties Efficiently).  The article examined some of the problems with SCOPE, and in one paragraph identified how the City is addressing those problems, according to Michael Bainum, assistant city housing commissioner. 
RHIC values its relationships with City personnel and has the opportunity to work with many dedicated, hardworking city employees.  However, the article leaves the impression that problems existed and the City responded. What is missing is the active resident force that has brought city attention to the vacant house issue and advocated for the changes identified in the article. 
As the article indicates, the results were very mixed as to whether SCOPE houses were actually rehabbed.  RHIC monitored the program, prioritized properties for legal code enforcement action, and advocated for stepped-up monitoring by the City, a process that led to the City taking some actions. 
As a result of this advocacy, the rate of SCOPE rehabs in Reservoir Hill far exceeds the rest of the City.  Reservoir Hill, like all neighborhoods, needs organized and informed residents in order to engage in public processes. Without it, neighborhoods are left without any organized voice, and unable to advocate for their own interests.

