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Communities can learn from dispute
Eric Siegel's article "Reservoir Hill project draws HUD rebuke" (May 5) highlights misunderstandings between the city and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development regarding the terms under which a development could be pursued.

The critical lesson for communities in this situation is the dire need for organization and for a close working relationship between the city and the community.

In our experience, the request for proposals process allows for community comment during selection of the project. But after that is complete, community involvement is not automatic. And the project in question may change dramatically through the city review and negotiation.

Unless a community is well organized and aggressive, very few of those details seep back out to the public.

Reservoir Hill is a fairly well organized community, and the Reservoir Hill Improvement Council is a reasonably sophisticated organization. Yet we have been pretty much in the dark about the changes to and challenges in the Druid Park Lake Drive project.

How much harder is it for residents where community organization is lacking?

Recently, the city has taken some steps toward greater engagement with communities.

The position of deputy commissioner of neighborhood investment was recently created, and the city is establishing a cadre of neighborhood liaisons. Such changes are welcome and may help the situation.

But we need to see the city put in place solid, formal processes that guarantee a close working relationship between the city and the community affected by a project through all stages of planning, and secure the right and ability of the public to comment on plans for the use of public property.

For communities, the message in the Reservoir Hill dispute is simple: Get organized.

