Tenants and Homeowners!  Support the Clean Streets Bill! – TAKE ACTION!

Rally & Public Hearing at City Council – 19 June

Join Reservoir Hill Neighbors & Friends to Clean Up Baltimore’s Eviction Mess!
Over the years, the Reservoir Hill Improvement Council (RHIC) office has received consistent complaints from homeowners and renters about the disposal of tenants’ belongings on the streets following an eviction. More than 7,000 times each year, tenant belongings are dumped on the street following an eviction, littering public areas, being picked through, and attracting rodents.  The property stays on the street for nearly three days before DPW trucks pick it up at a cost to taxpayers of about $750,000 per year. Now we have the chance to do something about it. 
 RHIC has been working with the Public Justice Center and Citizens Planning & Housing Association through the Rental Housing Coalition to reform eviction practices in Baltimore City.
The passage of the Clean Streets Bill will make eviction practices fairer to tenants, shift the burden for paying for evictions off of taxpayers, and help clean up our streets.
Attend the public hearing on the Clean Streets Bill on Tuesday, 19 June, 4 pm at City Hall, Room 408.  RHIC will be attending the hearing with residents to testify.  Join us!
The main points of the bill are as follows:

1.  Gives tenants advance notice of the eviction date, which they do not always 
receive now. 

2.  Prohibits the dumping of the evicted tenant belongings in the street, 
sidewalks, or other public right of way.  Landlords must dispose of items 
properly and at their own cost (about $800,000/year of taxpayer’s money is 
spent on cleaning up evictions)

3.  Gives tenants three days after eviction to claim their belongings. 


a.
The landlord can choose to store the belongings either in the rental 


unit or nearby in another property or a storage facility. 


b. 
The bill specifies that the landlord is not liable for damage or loss to 


goods except in cases of gross negligence or malice. 

TAKE ACTION: Please Join Us
Contact the RHIC office if you can attend the hearing.  If you cannot attend, please send a letter supporting the bill to RHIC for the hearing (you can use email).
Please contact Frank Patinella at 410.225.7547 or at fpatinella@reservoirhill.net for more information.  Thank you!

