ACTION ALERT

Support Full Funding for School Facilities!
21 March 2007

Governor O'Malley has proposed $400 million for public school building construction and renovation in his first state budget – but the legislature has the power to cut the budget, and the funding remains under debate.
In 2003, public school buildings in Maryland were surveyed focusing on 31 minimum standards deemed essential for complying with current federal and State facility requirements. The survey found that statewide facility needs totaled nearly $4 billion.  Of this figure, nearly $600 million was for Baltimore city alone.

Governor O’Malley’s proposed $400 million in public school building funding is a step in the right direction.

RHIC is asking you to take a few minutes and write letters supporting the proposal to as many of the Senate Budget & Taxation Committee members as possible.

Emails will be most effective at this point. Below you will find a sample letter, and the contact information for the Budget and Taxation Committee and its members.

You can also use the General Assembly web site to send your emails if you would like. You would use this link: http://mlis.state.md.us/cgi-win/mail32.exe  Then you would scroll for each legislator’s name to send an email.

Thank you in advance for the time you are taking to support the much needed funding for our schools. We would appreciate it if you would send a copy of your correspondence to RHIC for our records.
Rick Gwynallen
Reservoir Hill Improvement Council
Tel:    410.225.7547
Fax:   410.225.7455
Email: rgwynallen@reservoirhill.net
Sample Letter

I write to you in your capacity as a member of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee to ask you to support full funding of Governor Martin O'Malley's proposed $400 million for public school building construction and renovation.

In 2003, the Maryland State Task Force to Study Public School Facilities found that statewide deficiencies in public school buildings totaled $4 billion. Maryland needs to invest significant dollars now to renovate older school buildings and to build new school buildings.

Please don't cut the $400 million in the state budget for school construction and renovation. The right of students to get an adequate education depends on needed resources for school facilities. 

Thanks for your leadership on this important issue.

BUDGET & TAXATION COMMITTEE

3 West, Miller Senate Building, Annapolis, MD 21401

(410.841.3690 Annapolis/Baltimore or 301.858.3690 Washington, D. C.)

Chair:   Ulysses Currie  Ulysses.Currie@senate.state.md.us
Vice Chair:  Patrick J. Hogan  Patrick.Hogan@senate.state.md.us
David R. Brinkley David.Brinkley@senate.state.md.us
James E. DeGrange, Sr. James.DeGrange@senate.state.md.us
Verna L. Jones Verna.Jones@senate.state.md.us
Edward J. Kasemeyer Edward.Kasemeyer@senate.state.md.us
Rona E. Kramer Rona.Kramer@senate.state.md.us
Richard S. Madeleno  Richard.Madaleno@senate.state.md.us
Nathaniel J. McFadden Nathaniel.McFadden@senate.state.md.us
Donald F. Munson Donald.Munson@senate.state.md.us
Douglas J. J. Peters Douglas.Peters@senate.state.md.us
James N. Robey James.Robey@senate.state.md.us
J. Lowell Stoltzfus Lowell.Stoltzfus@senate.state.md.us
